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Dying Paſtors 
aft F arewel 


His Friends i in Mi Selwood. 
Shepton-Mallet, Brewton, Wine ? 


P 
f0z, and the Adj jacent Parts. 
BEING 


Several SERMONS on 17oh. 2.15; 
PREACHED bk 


By that Learned, and Pious Divine, 
Mr. Henry Albin, 
þ AND 


Prepared for the Preſs with his own H 
a little before his Death 


' To which is added by another Hand;. 
Elegy on Mrs. Mary 5 rw late of 


Frome, in Somerſetſhive. 
Ounton, 
at the Raven in TJewin-ſtreet, * 'F '6 97 
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| To his beloved Friends" and? frequii 
 Hearers in ÞFroome, Selwood, Sheptons 
* Mallet, Breton, LH incalton, and the 
*; Silpcin Parts 3. the Author wiſheth 
. Grace and Eeace. I 
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Dove Frienila {1 -! = 

= oe Have bad __ velation fo oſt of you, bs 

| | your Miniſter; and in a zeal for your ſperis 
; tual' welfare eſpecially, I have been' induced to 
' i publication” of * theſe "Serwhits 4 Which at fe P 
' vere Preacheid only'in the heariig' of ſome,” by 

' now may be readof-'all, and-it my be of very 

i: 1 goed uſe, to. have ſuch a Monitor always by yous 

; and obſerve him, as an Antidoteazainſt the coms 

-* mon. idolatry of Mankind , is \ worſhipping and 

" * ſerving the Creatures more 'thas the Greator.. Oh + 

: how buſie is this World, to turn God out of our 

. Fearts, thatit may have them wholly:to it ſelf ? 

- And ſhould not\we be as buſter, ta drive the 

\FForld out' of them, that God may Bavt his own 

 8gain? And if, for this , you- may have a =_> 

"helps: ſhould you not diligently -uſe'tt'; ; eſpecial - 
confidering the greatneſs, biflientiy'; g' ana abs 

wr lute neceſſity-of this work ?- You- muſt know} 

" God never made this: World, to unmake bimfeif\ 

* 10. be: our end; 0ur felicity,” 40-furp his incom'-. 

* municable dignity-; : and-wear thay: Royal Diadem . 

F api honour and _—_— "hich Rees to 
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is an, - thatrbs ſhould thus us-God his God 


The Preface: 
kim alene : As ſome Fathers ſet up their Chil 


dren, to their ows undoing ;, but to teach us th 
knowledge of God, and afhſt us, in giving the 
honour and ſervice to bim , which me kuww t 
be eur duty, and condudt# our ſouls to the enjoy 
ment of him , as our final bsypineſs, ne wher 
elſe to be had. Theſe are the great endi of it 
but we are in great danger of living to quit 
contrary ends, of forgetting Ged, in the care 
and diverſions of tbe World, and loſing our ho» 
to him, in our love to that; and denying him 
by doing wickedly , to ſeek or keep that : An 
owbat's this, but a ſetting up of a falſe Deity 

0 


in God's ſtead ? and is not this the 
' People generally, the ruin of Raligion in thei 


Converſations , dealings gud trauſaftions, ns i 
they mere Pagans rather than Chriſtians > Fes 
are ſo happy, as to eſcape this danger, to ſe u 
God bigheſt in their Hearts as the chief good 
the only obje@ of their happineſs, and lat on; 
of life ; and ſubordinate the World to bin, b 
a right uſe of it , as our Satls. .coudul# to th 
knowledge, love, praiſe and admiration of God 
and ſupport in ſerving him, and the public 
good of Mankind. The truth is, our Rearts ar 
ſtrangely revolted from the true and living God 
and wonderfully gone a whering from bum, of 
ter the World in their Eſtimation and incline 
tiow. This is all they mind, aud this is all the, 


"loves ſeek 9. refoyce 22, 8nd truſt ts naturally 


Monſtrous wickedneſs ! what « wicked Creatur, 
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The Preface, 
a woe Pay + ay, of node 
gt? and how ſadly is this corruption of our 
ature 4ggrevated , by the difficulty of over- 
coming it? To unglew our miſelewed Hearts from 
the World, and jet them right, by glewing them 
faſt to God again, is the greatefi difficulty tn the 
Government of Human Converſation, Me can't 
per/ſwade People to change their end; not 10 
moke the World, but God their.end ; and this 
makes them obſtinate , and refolute in their 
, evil pays, and they'll not be perſwaded' to turns 
fromthem, to the ways of God, But mhatever 

i” thoughts are, "tis moſt certain, that thers 
is no ſuch thing , as real Converſun , till this 
be madle ; for this is the very Heart and | 
Soul of it ; - 8s an overloving of the World, is || 
the root of all Exxl, amongſt all forts of People, \\ 

God, as our |} 
bich is the 


in the evil ways the World, for't paming of : | 
wt, lh aus GY | firÞs bd 
pofſwnded > ty Noll Bs cal 7 Ren REO 

e bis old wig nd make Gods ways bis wayg; 
We muſt firſt gre ' our bearts. ſuperlagine- "if 
by and then our eyes will obſprac his ways, and 
our feet walk 'in-them, - Thu wndatia. 


muſt be ſurely lai, therwiſe 


The Preface. 


can never be firm, can too much be ſaid of this 
Subje ? Have.others ſpoken largely. of it > 'mby 
may 1. not-be excuſed , if 1. add 8. little. wore 
concerning this ' ground wark of. Religion: -cin 
which # lies, moves, and bas its being ; and 
without which, there can never.be any. ſincerity 
end ſaving pomer..in it > Why will ot the Pro: 
pbane be turned. from their. Prophaneneſs ? What 
makes a great part.of Hearers, meer Formaliſts.? 
end whence: are, the ſhameful, 'Hypocriſies end 
 Scandals.of tao-many: Profeſſors of Religion ?, they 
baye not. Faith and conſtderation enough to: ſees 
that the, happineſs for which they 'were made, 
bes in. the enjoyment of God ;, but they are read- 


| F by bemitche with. the allurements of worldly Es 


jayments,. which raviſh their Hearts , and cap: 
twate their Aﬀe@ions , as their. only happineſs: 
And whatever they may .pretend . to in ſerving 
God, bers no:.more-than- an Underling to the 
Werld, that's auerruled by it , ' and in verivus. 
. © occaſtons muſt give place tots as. the mo So- 
verergn Power. they are as it were. ſworn to that, 
by as Oath, of. Supremacy 3. aud when 'tis againſt 


din ſpecifying (differents? lies 
es ; x here 


T he Preface. 

here, their bearts are with the world, es their 
loft &nd their chief ielight , and overſwaying 
Power : And whatever is ſaid for their Conwer- 
fron and Reformation , "twill bz in vainy they that 
are ungedly, will be ungodly fill; lll their Eyes 
be open, to ſee that i the great God," which now 
they don't ſee and their bearts perſwaded to 
' embrace him, as the- ſupream objedt of their bap- 
pimeſs, and chief ſwaying power of their Lives, 
abouc all other things whatſoever. This is @ 
point ſo clear and. nadoubted, beyond all diſpute, 
that we may boldly affirm , they that will be 
Chriſtians indeed, muS fee that they are well 
ſettled here ; aud they that are unſettled bere, 
will be always unſettled, unſound, and unſteady 
in the Profeſſion of Religion. None are ſub— 
ſtantially and ſteadily Religious, but ſuch as lay 
hold en: the hopes of Eternal Happineſs in the 
enjoyment of God, as their chief end, their fall 
delight, and only reſt ; and in purſuance of ut, 

being unfeignedly humbled for thew Sins, aud 
in a ſenſe of their undoxe Cond:tion, give them- 
ſelves up to Chriſt, to be brought home to God, 
and ſaved by him in his 6own way, by faith is 
his Blood, and obedience to his Laws. This ts 
Chriftianity , and they that content themſelves 
with leſs than this, may have their Names, but 
not the Hearts and Lives of Chriſtians. Theſe 
things being conſidered, 1 was willing to do my 
part, for the ſuppreſſing the Fundamental Error 
of Humane Nature , which depoſeth God, and 
detfieth tae World, and for the ſetting of things 
C 78 


The Preface. / 


Sans of Men; that God maybe reſtored: ta. bis 

't' Sannizr, the'Horld to its right and proper ufe, 
4 2. Souls. of Mew to their true and:real hay- 
| 3 neſs. 


Bus mbhat's all this, and mach- more, 
ſerions conſideration ? "Therefore my car- 
neſt. deſara i 
mhat hath been bere faid ; in order to theſe 
wn ;00 follwing Diſcourſe ; and 


is, that you weuld moſt ferieuſly cou- 
promos he done for the effetual pro- 


# righes between God and the World, and the 


them, *tmill be: no. ſmall rejoycing to 


6 
Tonr affeGionate. Servaut in the Lord, 
H. | A. 
A. 


A | 
Practical Diſcourſe 
Fr O F 
Loving the W orld ; 
| > © 
1 John IL. 15. Latter Part. 


If any Man Lowe the World, the 
Love of the Father is not in him. 


Heſe words follow thoſe that go 
before in the former part bf -the. 
Verſe; as a reaſon of them. We 
.-  areCommanded thete,not toLove 
_ the world, nor-the things that are in the world ;, 
(7. e.) nor to Love this world's Goods, with 
a Sinful and Inordinate Love, or more thea 
God ; Nor evil Luſtings after them, nor _ 
| Temptations to ſach Luſtings, which are ſo - 
| A meth 
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2 A P:acficai Difcolirſe 
common in the World, And why ſo ? For 
a very great realon mention'd in my Text, 1f 
any a-Lovethe Worig, the Love of the Fa- 
ther t5\not in 01m 
The words of the Text are very few; and 
there are only theſe two parts contained in 


them. 


f. A Suppoſition,in theſs words if any Man 
Love the Vieorid, where the word, if, 1S CON- 
ditional, and makes the wor ds, to which it is 
joyned, a ſuppoſition: When the Apoſtle 
fays, 1f any fan Love the World ; tis all one, 
as if he ſhould have ſaid ; this being ſuppoſed, 
or premiſed, that any Man Loves the 


$ World. 


> 2.-A Poſition, or Concluſion PRGETEr" on 

the ſuppoſi tion; in theſe wor ds, the Love of 
the Father is not in him. Whoever he be, of 
whom it may be truly ſaid, he Loveth the 
World, upon this ſuppoſition, It may be as 


truely ſaid, tre Love of the Father vs not in 


him. 

There 15 no great difficulty in the mean- 
33g of any words in this Text : But yet for 
better fatisfaction, to any that may need it, 
_ defire It, by way of Explication, I ſhall 


Ba two things\ to conſideration. 


T8. orld ligntnes many things, in 


cy TSVIe .Þut here * tus to be underſtand 1n 


the 
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Df Loving the (Wo21d. 3 
the Vulgar ſenſe, as it ſignifies all kinds of 
worldly Enjoyments, or Creature-comforts, 
any ways Beneficial to this Life, eſpecially 
the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of the 
World. So the Apoſtle expounds himſelf 
in the following Verſe, for ſays he, all that * 
is in the World, the Luſt of the Fleih, (. e) 
Carnal and Bodily Pleaſures; the Luſt of-the 
Eyes, (z.e.) Earthly Riches, any Woridiy 
poſſeſſious whatſoever, the Pride of Lite ; 
(7. e.) a Proud way of Living, as when,Peo- 
ple live high above themſelves,or above their 
duty ; affecting a Pompous, and vain Glori- 
ous way of Lite, is not of the Father; (-. c) the 
Inordinate Love of theſe things, doti not 
proceed from the Father. but is of the World: 
(z. e.) the Men of the World, and the things 
of the World, or if you will, the corrupt Na- 
tures of Men, and Allurements of Worldly 
Objeas, by the Concurrences of which Siuful 
Luſts are generated 1in their Hearts, 


. 2, The Father ſignifies God the Fa: her,the 
firſt perſon in the Trinity, he is many ways a 
_ Father, and makes himſelf known very cam- 
monly by this Name. Fe 1s the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom.-15. 6. The Fatoer 
of our Spirits or Souls, Heb. 12. 9. The Fatacr 
of believers, 2, Cor. 6. 18. The Father of Lights, 
Jam. 1. 17. The Father-of Mercies, 2 Cr. I, 3. 
The Father of the Fatherleſs, Pſal. 68. 4. And 
A 2 | it : 


this G encral Doctrine. 


— 12:ctical Diſcottrſe 
In a word the Father 0 all, Eph. 4.6. Is:God ſo 


many ways a Father ? No wonder that in the 
Scripture he is ſo often called by this Name, 


and what,a comfort is it that we have to do 
with ſuch a Father, fo great and ſo good ? 
O», bow ſhould we Honour bim for his Greatneſs, 
Mal. 1.6. And Love him. and truſt in him, and 
fear him for bs Goodneſs, 2 Chron. 6. 4- And 
vrhat wili become of thoſe baſe Spirited Peo- 
ple, wno can be content to fit at his Table, 
eat his Victuals, wear his Cloaths,dwell in his 
Houſes, enjoy his Lands, and Livings, and 
uſe his Creatures, for the neceſſary uſes of 
Mans Life, and belides all theſe, have a render 
of Chriſt, "with all his unſpeakable benefits, 
pur chaſed with his deareſt Blood for theEver- 
laſting welfare of their Souls, but yet after 
all his kindnefſes don't heartily Love, bur 
rather deſpiſe, hate, and ſpit in the face of 

tne Founder and Father of all their Enjoy- 
ments ? Let not ſuch; comfort themſelves 
with his Mercy, for they ſhall be ſure to feel 
his wrath for the Contempt of his Love. 
And as the ſweeteſt Wine maketh the ſharp- 
eſt Vinegar, io no wrath like to that which 
15 kindled by abuſed Love ; the Lord will re- 
pay thoſe that hate him, he will repay them 
to their face with Veagzeance and DeſtruQ- 

en, Den. 7. 10. 

Theſe things being briefly premiſed for 

explicition, the w ords of the Text gives us 


noe Bod adds Les 


+ 
Do; | 


Of Loving the Yh02d. 5 
Doa. Whoever they are that Love the 

World, they dowt Love God. 

This ſeems a very ſtrange Doctrine, we 
all call the World Vanity, and uſe to ſpeak 
ſightingly of it, as if *twere ſcarce worth a 
good word : But who does not Love the 
World, who does noc dehire 1t, delight 1n ir, 
and wiſh Proſperity to his Worldly Aﬀers 
and Enjoyments? Oh, how eager areal] per- 
ſons generally in their purſuit of it ! How 
hard 1s it to find one that's truly Mortified to 
the World ? And are not Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion themſelves, too often guilty of great 
Worldlineſs, and many times deſervedly ac- 
cuſed of great rigor, and cruelty 1n their ex- 
actions and dealings with others ? Where 
then are the People that Love God, what's 
become of them, have they forſaken the 


Earth, are they only in Heaven ! 


To prevent miſ-underſtanding here, that 
none may think, that they want the Love of 
God, when they have 1t, and that none may 
think that they Love God, when they only 
Love the World ; I ſhall briefly open the 
Do@trine in three Obſervations, which being 
done, I ſhall make Application of ir. 


I. They that Love theWorld here meant, 
are not ſuch as Love it with a Lawful Vertu- 
ous and Laudable Love due to it : Theſe are 
not, the Perſons which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of; 


vo, they were far from his Intention; a Man 


A 2 FO 
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may {o Love the World, as that at the-ſame 
time his Loving of it 1s a Loving of God ; 
and withont which he cannot be faid to Love 
him ; be that doth not Love God, as he is 
ſeen in his w orks, how can he Love him as he 
is otherwiſe not ſeen ? We mult know that 
theWorld in Ay reſpects 1s very lovely be- 
cauſe very good, *tis the off-ſpring and de- 
light of Heaven ; God doth not deſpiſe the 
Work of his hands, Job 10. 2, But is well 
pleaſed with it, Rev. 4. 11. All things Were Cre- 
ated for his Pleaſe ire. And how great his plea- 
ſure 15 1ncontemplating his ineffable Glory 
every where, Shining upon his Creatures, 
even the ſmalleſt _ meanelt of them, who 
Can tell ? But this we know, as God Loves 
the World in all its Parts, of -its Glorious 


and Stupendions Fabrick, 'fo we ſhould alſo - 


Love it, as 1n other things, {o in Love eſpe- 
ctally ; we ſhould be like unto God. and Love 
as he Loves. But it may be ſaid, how, or in 
what reſpects ſnould we Love the World ? 
We ſhould Love it in all theſe reſpects. 


I. As Gods Book, to ſee him in it, To con- 
template the Glory of his Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Power, Eternity, and Immenſity y, which 
: ſhine all over it,and 1n every part of it ; God 


has greatly Honoured Man above all other 


— by putting an Eye into his Soul, 
to ſee his Maker 1n all his works; and did Peo- 


ple y ſe their underſtandings to ee what they. 


might 


a) ns Cy > FIGS WE OF. 


Df Loving the #2091D, 7 
ht ſee of God, ordinatily 1n this Book, 
would it not be the ſhaming of Atheiſm and 
a fruitful Nurſery of awtul and reverend 
thoughts, of 'Pious and Religious Aﬀettions 
towards him ? Andis it nct a moſt dolefnl 


 Lamentation, that generally they do only 


ſee their ſelf ends, their Food, Raimenr, 

Houting, Lodging, Gain, Pleaſure. and vain 
Glory, and. don't at all ſee their Maker 
in the Creatures; this Created World was 


x Adam's Bible;t teaching him the knowledve of 
- God, and his duty towards him.and ir ſhould 


be our Bible too, which we ſhould diligent 
ly read, that we may behold the manifold 
Glory of God in his wonderſul wor ks, and 
give him that Honour which is due to "him. 
But oh, what Blockheadsare the moſt of Peo- 
ple ! A whole Age can hardly make them 
read a line,. or {pela word in the big Print 
of this great Bible, which might teach them 
the knowledge and fear of God. How doſt 
thou live 1n this Glorious and Incomprehen- 
ſible Fabrick,as full of Wonders as of Works ? 
Dofſt thon only mind the Creatures as they 
ſerve Back and Belly, delight thy ſenſes, and 
in various occaſions do furniſh thee with Pro- 
viiion, and Supplies ſuitable to the neceſſi- 
ties of this preſent Life ? This 1s to live in 
the World only as a Victualling Houſe for 
the Body, which doubtleſs was made chiefly 
to be Gods School- houſe, forthe Inſtruction 
and Edification of rhe Soul, This is to live 
A 4 N&z3 
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? J Practical Diſcourſe 

here only as a Brute, but thon ſhouldſt re- 
member that thou art a Man, a Reaſonable 
Creature, made to ſee thy Maker in his 
works; open thine Eyes, look which way 
thou wilt, and on what thou pleaſe, and thou 
wilt evermore behold his Glorious Face, and 
ſee enough to make thee bow down before 
him, with a deep Reverence and Adoration. 
Away,Fooliſh Atheiſt, who wilt not believe 
that there is a God, becauſe thou canſt not 
ſee him with thy Bodily ſenſe; doſt thou ſee 
the effect, aud canſt thou not ſee the Cauſe ? 
Doth he not by that which is viſible to the 
Eye of thy body, make himſelf viſible to 
the Eye of thy Soul ? If thou art not wilfully 
Blind, mayſt thou not ſtill ſee him, and read 
a Lefture of Divinity in every thing that's 
ſeen ? Verily our failing here is not only 
too common, but a very great fault that hath 


great Impiety i in it, according to the words 
of the Poet : 


ik Wm .<<© * PR 


err ng 


OO TIEN err Lo  cererrer one 


The World's a Book in F ohio, Prin- 
Du. Bartas the. 


firſt day of. TT = an 1 : 
the firſtweek, 17/119 Goas great works 3 Letters 
Capital | 
Each Creature is a page, andeach effet, 
A fair Charadter, void of all defe2. 


Here we ſee that the World is Gods Book, 
to ſee him in it,and good Children and Scho- 
Jars will love this Book ; and 1s it not fad, 


that there are ſo few to befound every ' where! 
fcr it follows, Bui 


4.444 - a Hitt + he ES mama - 
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' But as young Trewants Toying in the School, 
Inſtead of Learning learn to Flay the fool, 
We gaze but on the Babies and the Cover, 
The gawdy Flowers and Edges pilded over; 
And never farther for our Leſſon look, 

' Within the Yolumn of this various Book. 
Where Learned Nature rudeſt ones Inſirudts, 
That by his wiſdom God the world Condudts. 


There's our fault,and a great ene too;doth 


God ſhew us his face by viſible obje&ts every 


where, every day, and all the day long, Kom. 
T. 20. 41d will the moſt of People take no notice . 
of them from day to day,as if there were nothing 

of a God in the Creatures 3 and will roo ma- 
ny.from a wicked enmity againſt the thoughts 
of God, fill their empty heads with: fancied 
Atoms, as the Founders of this Glorious 
work, ſo fearfully 'and wonderfully made in 
every part of it ; and leave no reom for a 
God in them ? what a ſhame is this to man- 
kind ! We ſhould not take it well to be thns 
flighted by our Friends and Neighbours, if 
when they meet ns. they look not.on us, nor 
take any notice of us. Do any of theſe talk 07 
Heaven ? oh, how unworthy are they of the 
beatifical Viſfion, of ſeeing God Face to 
Face in Glory, who will not look upon him, 
and fee his Face in the Glaſs of his Creatures 
they that are wiſe will not lie p>ring and 
ſcraping in the Earth, like a Cock on the 


Dunghil, but will look upward, and Eye God 


every 


10 A Paactical Offcourſe 

every where, and Learn from his viible 
Glory in this dark Dungeon, to admire, re- 
Joyce in, and long forthe Invilible Glory of 
his Face, in the Manſtons of Light. 


2. As Gods Servant,to ſerve kim with it; 
is it our Duty to Love the . Service of .God 
ſhould we not alſo Love his Servagts, his 
Creatures. as they do aſliſt us in his Service? 
Why did God make us not to ſerve his Ene- 
mies, the Devil, fleſhy Luſts and Sin, bat to 
ſerve himſelf ? this is the great end. of Life, 
which our hearts ſhould be moſt upon ; and 
ſhould we not Love the Creatures, as they 
ſerve us in Living to This end ! thus they are 
Gods Servants, and ought to be Loyed by 
us ; God Loves his Servants, and a:l good 
Mea Love their good Servants ; and ſhould 
not we Love the Creatures uled as Gods Ser- 
vants, aſſiſting us in his Service ? What's 
the whole World but a houſe full of Servants 
made for Mans uſe, and are not many of 
them very Glorious ones indeed! well might 
the P/almiſt cry out on this occaſion, What 
% Man that thou art mindful of him, and the 
Son of Man that thou viſiteſt him? Pal. 8.4. 
And ſhould we not Love all thoſe Servants which 
God bath made for Mans Service, eſpecia"y 
thoſe which we our ſelves make uſe of, according 
to Gods . ordination, *Tis doubtleſs, a great 
vanity to {ay, all is vanity, without Limita- 
tion, or Exception expreſſed or underſtood : 

+ | " Solomon 
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Solomon never meant any ſuch thing, when 
he begins and ends his Ecclefraftes with, Yani- 
ty of Vanities, all is Wanity, Fccleſ. 1.2.12. 
8. *Trs not Vanity that God bath made Man, 
and the other Creatures for his Service, and doth 
employ them in it ;, neither 1s it Vanity that we 
our ſelves make uſe of them m our neceſſittes, 
to promote our ſerving God ;, thus they are good 
in a ſpecial manner, and accordingly we ſhould 
Praiſe them and Love them, Why ſhould we 
not Love our Food, Rayment, Money,Houſes, 
Eſtates, or ' any Other - Creature-comforts 
whilſt they are enjoy'd, and uſed for God? 
Thus we ſhould not centemn' the World, but 
duely yalue it. The Pſalmi/t, to ſhew his 
oreat regard to the works of God in Hea- 
ven and Earth continued, according to his 
ordinance, for Mans uſe, Cries out, ſeemingly 
in a Paſſion of Love, Foy all are thy Servants, 
Pſal, 119. 91. 


2. As Gods gift, to Love him in it, and 
thank him for it;whatever comforts areMini- 
ſtred:to us by the Creatures,or whatever our 
worldlyEnjoyments are, they are all the good 
vifts of God, and what good is there 1n us, 
if wedon't Love him in them, and thank.him 
for them ? But oh !-How few do confider this) 
Men look upon their Enjoyments as if they 
were altogether their own, which their Wiſ- 
dom, Power, and Induſtry have.gotten for 
them; which is a Groſs Deluſion, Savours 


of 
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of Atheiſm, and Leſlens the due eſteem of 
them ; Pray rake heed of it, and Remember 
that *tis God who giveth to you Lite and 
Breath, and all things; and how ſweet and 
precious ſhould all Creature-comforts be 
which are given by the hand of ſuch a great 
God, to ſuch vile wretches as we are, Ads 
17. 25+ Don't we eat his Bread, breath in his 
Air, wear his Cloaths, tread upon his Earth, 
dwell in h:s Flouſes, lie upon his Beds, tide his 
Horſes, milk his Cows, and Plow with his Oxen, 
and the like ? as the Creatures are our Servants, 
fo theſe Servants are the gifts of God, not debts, 
but gifts ; what haſt thou but what is Gods deed 
of gift ? and mayſt thou not Learn f:om hence, 
many Very profitable Leſſons! 


7. Shouldſt thou not value and Love thy 
Enjoyments, for the great grace and kind- 
neſs of God in them, as a Man will value a 
tqken for the ſake of a Dear Friend thar 
gaveit; who ſuch a Friend to us, as the God 
of Grace, and Father of all our Mercies ? and 
Mould not the Riches of his Grace, make e- 
very comfort the ſweeter to us? ſhould it not 
teach us to fay,God in his free Grace hath gives 
us this,or that Worldly comfort,and we will Love 
it for bis Loves ſake ? but then on the other hand, 
we muſe take heed that we don't over-value it, 
For 

2, As thou doſt Love the gift.ſo ſhould: 
thou not much more Loye the Giver, and _ 

"Thank- 
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Thankful for his Kindneſs ? the gift ſhould 
not leſſen, but greaten thy Love to the gi- 
ver; *tis a Heinous and Dangerous offence,to 
Love the gift more than the Giver ; if thou 
makethe gift thy God,and un-God the giver, 
What wilt thou do, when thou haſt loſk thy God ? 
and what can he do for thee, if im a time of Ex- 
tremity, thou ſhalt cry out to him, Ariſe and ſave 
me ; can he Prote(} thee from the wrath of the 
great and Dreadful God, or comfort thee 1un- 
der it ? 

3. What wicked wrekches are they, who 
having moſt of a God, do moſt of all ſpit in 
his Face ; are the greateſt haters of God and 
Godlineſs in all the Conntrey ? they that are 
moſt bound to Honour him, are the greateſt 
Diſhonour to him ; but how will theſe Scor- 
ners and Mockers on--Earth roar in Het, 
when they ſhall feel the greateſt kindneſs 
turn'd into the greateſt Vengeance, Rom. 2. 
4, 5. And know.to their unſpeakable ſorrow, 
the full meaning of theſe ſayings, Wo unto 
you that are Rich, for ye have received your Con- 


- ſolation. Wo unto you that are full, for ye ſhall 


hunger. Wo unto you that” laugh now, for ye 
ſhall mourn and weep, Luk. 6. 24, 25. 


4. AS God's workmaYfſhip, to praiſe him 


;< by It: No work of God ſo mean, which is 


not a preſſing motive to the high Praiſes of 

rs Maker ; *tis a good thing to Praiſe God, 
3 bu 
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'tis Amiable and Lovely ; ſhould we not 
then highly prize the Creatures as they are 
the Glorious works of God? for by them we 
are taught to Praiſe him, Are not all the | 
Creatures Gods mouth to us, declaring the | 
Glorious and admirable Perfeions of their 
Maker, and ſhould not we be their mouth ro ; 
God, aſcribing to him all the Praiſe which 1s 
due to him, from the works of his hands? 
and how do we perform our Indiſpenſable ! 
Duty, in behalf of our ſelves and fellow ; 
Creatures? how do we live in this World, as, 
we ought, to the Praiſe of our God, if we, 
don't by the frequent conſideration of his 
wonderful works, Rouze up our Souls to they, 
high Praiſes of his Name? and if we have any, 
Eyes in our h:ads, ani Life in our Hearts, how, 3 
can we do other wiſe? Who can behold a curi-; / 
ous Building, Picture, or piece of Needle- 
work, and not Praiſe the Authors of them, 
and how can we behold the wonderful works 
of God, always before our Eyes, and not be, A 
filled with his Praiſes ? AJ thy woes ſhall 
Praiſe thee, ſaith the PſAmiſt, P/2, 145. 10. un 
And that th 29 ht never want a Mouth to, < 
Praiſe their Maker, he alſo adds, T wil] Bleſs .* 
the Lord at a" times. his Praiſe ſh. 111 be Continue 
ally in my Mouth, Pſal. 34. 1. And ſh2ul4 not 
we ſay, as he ſaid no wor* of God, bow ſmall ſooo M 
ever, but what's a wonder, a great wonder, the'” 
Lords very wonder ful 1 4 Bee, Fly, or F lea, the 


leaſt Worm or Creeping thins Im every Herb,* 
Flowe? 
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Flower, Plant, Leaf, or Blade of Graſs. But 
: how much more wonderful in the more No- 
© ble and excellent Creatures? and if the rati- 
© onal Creatures, which are ſtill walking up 
# and down amongſt objets of wonder every 
- where, ſhould paſs their days without the 
1 Praiſes of their Maker. this would be almoſt 
. As great a wonder as any of the reſt. Oh, 
* that all would remember what a Tribute of Praiſe 
is due to him, and fo live, as that they may 
in ſome goud ſort pay this tribute, both for 
a .; Fhemlelves and others, who cannot ſpeak for 
©. themſelves, God did not fend us inta the World 
6 © to be Idle SpetFators of his Glorious work, but to 
he * Praiſe their Maker by them, and they that ming. 
re em only for Carnal ſec af- ends, and not the 
4 - Praiſes of their Founder, do certainly loſe the 
Þ 11d of Life ;, and deny God the Honour and end 

ri Hl bis whole Creation. 


n As a Communication of his goodneſs, 
The 'O taſte him in it;The Earth is full of the Good- 
"= neſs of the Lord, Pſal. 23.5. And ſo is the Sea 
13 114 the Heavens above us, and their Goodneſs 
, ror 7ves us a lively taſte of that immenſe Ocean of 
} f vodneſs which is in God himſelf. For what's 

'o0dneſs but a Derivation, or Communicati- 
_ ” nfrom his infinite goodneſs? and ſhould we 
| fo- Ot thus Love 1t, and Learn from it to Love 
28 "ranſcendently, that Eſſential and Infinite 
? ' the oodneſs which 1s 11 God himſelf? And is it 

ot ſtrange, that ouf” Hearts are not wholly 
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wallowed up in this Ocean, but are quite 
drown'd in a few drops of Created Good- 
neſs, loathing and deſpiſing their bleſſed O- 
riginal : What's this but a Curſed and Dam- 

' nable Corruption in our Natures, corrupting 
us in the very end of Life, and all our ways ? 
A Viperous womb, where all the Woes and. 
Plagues of the World are bred ; who can 
ſuſiciently bewail it. ? and how earneſtly 
ſhould we labour to overcome it, and make 
thoſe Creature-Enjoyments,wh ich: have ſtolen 
our hearts from God, the hands to reſtore 
Chem to him, and vive him his own again? 
Are you delighted with theGlorious ſights of 
the World, natural and artificial, with ſweet 
{mells, muſical ſounds, Voluptuons taſte in 
Eating and Drinking the Nouriſhment of- 
your Food, the war mrh of your | Cloaths, 
helpful Friends pleaſing Company, the good-" 
neſs of your Houſes ; with their Accommo- 
dations, the gr eatneſs of your Riches, with'? 
their Furniture and Appurtenances, for theſh 
pleaſing of the Fleſh, and the like ? ſhould 
you not Learn from hence, above all to de-} 
light your ſelves ut God, as an obje& of un, 
ſpeakable Joy and Pleaſure, to whom all nati- 
ons are n2 more then the drop of a Bucket, 
or ſmail Juſt of a Balance, yea, nothing leſs 
then nothing aad vanity? 1ſa. 40 15,17. What 
are all ſenſib's delights but ſlight glimpſes of 
thoſe Celeſtial Joys, that flow from the immedi- h 
#te Enjoyment of Tncomprebenſ3 ve goodneſs 1h 6 

Go 
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God himſelf ? And where's your Reaſon Faith 
and Conſideration, if your Souls are not by. 
_ this means raiſed up to a maſt Tranſcendent 
 Admiration of them ? and what dull 'and 
5 dead Souls have you, if you are not molt af- 
4 fe&ionately raviſhed in 'the Contemplation 
of them?” Are not all thedelights of created 
1 Goodneſs, at leaſt virtually exiſtent in God 
- himſelF, - and infinitely more ? And when 
-, YOU talte a ſweetneſs in them, may you not 
juſtly cry-out,, Oh, how great is their Þ, appineſs 
who hive and. dwell i in God. and enjoy him as. alt in 
all ? What's a little,a yery little in a broken 
Ciſtern to the fuln#ſs of the Ocean ! If ſome 
in. very ſmall ſprioklings of Diving Goodneſs, 
of (cattered* amonglt the bitter-ſweet Creithtes, 
hs. > 10 delicious, who can tell what a felicity 
b) 1-2twill be to enjoy immediately, -all the com- 
forts arid-pleaſires of God's eſſen ial go0d- 
-neſs; in full meaſure, and running over to all 
” "\Eternity ?.: Did God by the ſpe: king of 
bes word; make a Glorious Wor id" of innv- 
de- merable delights, for the: comforts of Man- 
:kind ini this preſent Life? Why cannor he alſo 
y the ſpeaking: of a word make his infinite 
dat; Goodneſs i ih himſelf, infinitely better then 
1 fs, thoufarid worlds, roal) thoſe whom Divine 
race makes the heirs 'of. God, to live for 
/ off ver in the immgdiate Enjoyment of him? if 
4j ſy Lord ſay, Be ye filled with my Goodneſs a; 


of 
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Portion 'of: Happineſs, We ſhall immediate - 
y to all intents and Purpoſes be perfe&ly 


hap- | 
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happy ; what is there that the word of Gods 
Power cannot do.to make us Bleſled ! 


6. As Gods Chariot, to aſcend unto him in it. 
The Creatures are not: only Gods-Book, to re- 
veal him to us 1n his being, and glorious At- 
tributes, for Practical ends and uſes, that we 
may. pay the duty that is owing to. him ; but 
they are the Condutt.of our Souls to God, in the 
Unity of his Godhead ; as their firſt efficient 
ſupreme mover,and dirigent and laft end; in 
him, all their Beings, Motions, and Operati- 
ons, begin and ternunate,and. by theſe right- 
ly underſtood, our minds are carried up di- 
realy to him, as the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, Rev. 1. 8. Of whors, 
and through whom, aud. to whom. ate all things, 
Rom. x1. 36. *Tis true, ſinful; ſelt-love pre- 
ferring a Carnal pleaſure before the Spiritu- 
al Enjoy ments of God, which is the Funda- 
mental Corruption of our Natures, utterly 
perverts the right uſe of the World, and 
makes that a dead weight to preſs down our 
Souls from God ;. by which, as in. a Charrot,, 
they ſhould aſcend unto him. Men naturally 
miad nothing but their Carnal ſelves inthe 
Creatures, as the laſt end of all ; they pull | 
- theſe Chariots backward, and: make-all their 
motions end in ſinful ſelf, exalted. above all 
that is called God, Thus they deify them- 
ſelves, and live without God. jn this World. 
But right Reaſon, unbyaſſed by-GCarpal affeci- 

| ons, 


Ot Loving the Toztld. is 

- ons, in the Contemplation of them, goes up 
mro God as in a Chariot: All created beings 
lead upto the firſt uncreated' being ; All the 
Second efficient cauſes; to the firſt cauſe; all 
motions to-the- firſt mover; all Subordinate 
ends'to che chief, and all derivative goodneſs 
to the Original goodneſs : and what's the 
Ettipal Image of God in Man, but a ſhadow- 
ing-of the Archetypal in-God'!? And what do 
the emptineſs, vanity, changes and miſcries 
of the World fay tous? don't they all tell 
us, That this World'is not our reſting-place ; 
Not big enough for our aſpiring Souls,which 
beinf; made for a Spiritual Happineſs, in a 
Spirituatobje&, have no reſt till they reſt in 
God. the infinite Spirit,.and our. oxly reſting 
place? Thus weſee how our Souls by the Crea- 
tures are carried home to God, do reduce 
all to one, and ſee all in one. Tis confeſt the 
Creatures do alienate the People/generally, 
ardmake them forgetful of theirGod, but this 
is from corrupt Nature in themſelves ; they 
are'ſo many School-Mafters to bring. us to 
God, and when by a right underſtanding of 
them, they 'do this Office for us, ſhould we 
not Love them that do {o happily joyn us to 
the Lord, the Fountain of all Being, Good- 
neſs, Wiſdom and Power, the only fatis- 
faction of inquiſitive minds, and Genter of 
our diſſodped 'Souls ; for here, or no where 
we have reſt;  - 
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| Let the World be -confider'd. as of Godin: 
him, and for. him, - and then :we: may not 
think, or ſpeak lightly of '1t 3'nor withhold 
our affection from it, but ſhould in mind and 
heart magnify thework of God; which men 
behold ; Every Man may ſee it, Afan may be- 
hold it a = off; as Elihu ſaid, Job 36: 24, 25. 
T he works of the Lord are all great: and. Honour - 
ble, Glorious/and Wonderful. 'We ſhould take 
pleaſure in them, and they ſhould be ſought 
out by us, according to the' words of the 
Pſalmiſt, Pſal. HI. 2,73, 4. Were:the works of: 
God more ſtudied with reſpett to thew Maker, in 
their various and admirable forms, faculties' 
and- operations, doubtleſs, there would be 
more Plety and leſs wickedneſs in the World 
then now there 1s ; but that there: 1s ſo little 
done this way, is the reproach of Mankind, 
a Notorious inſtance: of our. fallen-.Eſtate, 
and a loud call to Univerſal Lamentation. 

Two things ſcem exceedins ſtrange to me; 
the one 1s,that Rational Creatures ſhould live 
in a World of ſuch objects; -ſo Glorious and 
Aſtoniſhing, and take 1o little notice of a 
God in them ; JF. they woutd-open their Eyes 
they might ſee him every where, but for the moſt 
part they ſee him no where : .. the other 1s, 
that ſuch as Contemplate the Creatures, and 
ſearch into their wonderful; Natyres, are:no 
more deyoutly religious, ſeeing every thing 
is a wonder, a Preacher of Divinity to us; 
and calls for no little Reverence and Adora- 
tion from us, Cer- 
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Certainly theſe Thingsare the great ſhame 
of humane Nature. Would not that be a 
very wicked Family, where Children and 
Servants do what 'they pleaſe, without any 
regard to the worthy Maſter of the Family, 
in any of his Enjoyments or Concernments ; 
and will not ſo much as wag their Hats, 
ſpeak to' him, \or look upon him ? And what 
vile wretches:are Men generally, Brutes ra- 
ther then Men, who living in their Maſters 
houſe, uſe his Proviſions for Food, Raiment, 
Houſing, Lodging, Phyſick, and the like ; 
walk up and down amongſt their tellow-Crea- 
tures, and do what they pleaſe, but take no 
notice of the great Houſe-keeper of the 
World. in his Glorious works,and their own 
Enjoyments, to prize, admire and love them 
for his ſake, to employ them 1n hls Service, 
and give him that Worſhip,, Honour and 
Glory which 1s his due. And which 1s worſt 
of all, Count, ſuch an abominable contempt 
of the moſt high God of Infinite Majeity, no 
fault at all ; but, without Repentance, they 
will be made to know with a Vengeance, 
that this is a fault and a great one too ; for 
the time will come when a fire ſhall be kin- 
dled in his Anger againſt them, and ſhall 
burn to the loweſt Hell, becauſe of the Rock 
that begat them; they are unmindful and 
nave foegotten the God "that formed them, 
Den. 13:18, 22. They: {hall be. deſtroyed and 
not built up, becauſe they regard not the works of 
B 3 the 
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the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, Pal. 

25. F. Sec Iſa. 5.12. And they ſhall be torn in 
preces who forget God,” and there ſhall be none to 
delryer, Pal. 50. 22. Thew Souls ſhall be torn 
from thelr Bodres, and thoſe flung into Hell, and 
theſe into their Graves. And what an aggra- 
vation of their ſorrow will it be, in this 
woeful tearing day, when they ſhall cry our 
for help, and there ſhall be none to deliver ? 
They that will not ſee God in his Works, may 
be as backward to fee him in his word, and 
ſuch ſhall be ſure to ſmart for it. 

God did not make the World meerly to 
be a Living for Man to live upon, but for 
great and Glorious ends reſpecti ng bimſelt ; 
who 15 above all, and through all, a; in all \Eph. 
4:6. And when we ſo ſtudy, enjoy,and uſe 
the World as toAnſwer theſe ends,We ſhould 
duly reſpet it in its place, and write port it Fic- 
lineſs to, the Lord, as *tis a means to theſe 
ends; tho the world be Vanity, as *tis abuſed, 
Or ſeparated from God, or ſet againſt him, 
or as 'tis of a vanquiſhing nature, and the 
like; yetas 'tis from God, and has much of 
God in it, and is uſed for its proper ends 0r- 
dain'd of God, *tis not vain, but very good, 
3nd ſhould be highly valued and loved 
by us. 

Where by the way I cannot choſe but 
add, when 1 conſider how fearfully and won- 
derfully this world is made, and what ama- 
_ing SpeCacles of Infinite WiKdom, _ 

nels 
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neſs and Power, are every where before us, 
and how certainly they Preach a Delty to us, 
and that in the pure and ſincere Contemplatz- 
on of the Creatures ; intelleffus hominis ſemper 
teudit 19 Deum, My Soul is filled with great 
Indignation againſt thoſe Monfters of Men, 
who in words or works profeſs themſelves 
to be Atheifts ;, and ſay, that there 1510 God ;. 
theſe may look upon themſelves as wits, bur 
certainly theſe wits dwell at little Witham, 
and in the Judgment vf the P/almi/t, arethe 
verieſt Fools in all the Countrey, P/al. 14. 1. 
Tho enough hath been ſaid, and enough may be 
ſeen to teach the Fools more Wit, yet Solomons 
words will be true, Prov. 27. 22. Tho thou 
ſhouldft bray a Fool in a Mortar,among Wheat, 
with a Peſtil, yet will not his Fooliſhnejs depart 
from him. However, it may not be amiſs to 
give them warning, that tho there were no 
Bible, yet doubtleſs the works of Creationand 
Providence,will riſe up inJudgment,and Con- 
demn their lmpious and diſnatur'd wretches, 
Who un-God their God, un- Man thomſelves.,and 
are more devilliſh then the Devil himſelf. Their 
Tongues are their own, and we muſt give 
them leave to talk ; but I hope thereare 
thoſe every where, and nor a few, who will 
not change their God, for Fanatical and Ri- 
diculous Dreams of World-making Atoms ; 
no, nor their Chriſtianity,neituer for Chriſt- 
leſs Philoſophy, or the Life of a Brute, and 


hatred of Godlineſs. 
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 Again,a little: more on the other hand to 


{uch Proteflors of Religion,who uſe to ſpeak 


Shghtingly and Contemptuouſly of the 
World, as a molt deſpicable thing, but yet 
are otherwiſe great. admirers of . it, their 
hearts and hves go after their Covetouſneſs. 
W ho more vigorous then they, in the pur- 
ſuit of Earrthly things ? And who ' more ri- 
gorous in exacting their uttermoſt farthings, 
Who will abate nothing, tho for Peace ſake ? 
And *ris not without cauſe, that many times 
they are {everely Cenſnr'd by the Carnal 
World, for their Covetouſneſs. How can 
{uch excuſe themſelves from Damnable Hy- 
pocrily, Who do thus Idolize a vain ill-got 
and abuſed World? ſuch ſhould take heed leſt 
their ownActions ſhould riſe up in Judgment 


againſt them, and-Condemn them. - If they. 


{ay-, they- Love the World: only. with a 


Lawful and: Virtuous Love, yet how can they 


free themſelves from Hypocriſy,who in their 
words do exceedingly vilify and depreciate 
that which 1n their Lives thev:do, and ſhould 
highly prize and valne; tho 1 many reſpedts all 
is Vanity ;, as the wiſe Man ſays *- yet if Peo- 
ple make God their end, and fo Live upon 
the World, 4s to Live to him, then certainly 


:trs n0t Vanity. Is not this ſuppoſed when Sa- 


lomon ſays, Let's hear the Conc;uſion of the 
whole matter ;, that is, eſpecially. of all that 
he had ſaid of the World's Vanity, Fear God 
and keep his Commandments, for this 1s the 
Po ES w:0le 
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hole Duty of Man, Ecclel. 12. 13. Surely this 
great end of Life is not Vanity, So neither are 
the means in having and uſing Worldly 
things, as they are ſublervient to this end ; 
as the end is good, lo is the means. 


2. They that Love the World in the 
ſenſe of the Text, are ſuch as Love it with 
an Inordinate, Vicious and Damnable 
Love, that is not due to it ; rheſe are Per- 
ſons of whom ir may be truely faid, The 
Loeveof the Father is not in them, When the 
Apoſtle ſays, If any Man Love the World, he 
doth not ſpeak of a bare poſitive Love of the 
World, As if his meaning was, Wheoſoever 
Loveth the World in any Degree or Meaſure,the 


- ſame avth nor Love God : For, as hath been 


ſhew'd, there is a Loveof the World which 
is our Duty, and may not be denied to it ; 
but he {reaks of a Comparative Love of ir, 
ſuch as Viciouſly and Jnordinately prefers 
the World betore, God; Or 1sa Leving 
of the World mote then God. Such a ſenſe 
of the Text 1svery agreeable to the Com- 
morn Language of the Scripture, © which 
ſpeaking pofrive,, muſt be underſtood in a 
omparative ſente, elfſe a great -many 
Scriptures will->c meer non-ſenſe. Which 
| here ſorbear'to cire for brevity ſake, con- - 
ceming my (elf with theſe few that follow 
inſtead of all, Prov. 8. 10: Receive my in- 
fruftion,and not Silver; that is;more then Silvers 
| a 
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er before it, John 6, 27. Labour not for the 
Meat that Perifheth, but for that meat which 
endureth to Everlafling Life. What tellera- 


ble ſenſe can we give of theſe words, un- . 


lefs we ſay, YPe muſt not Labour for the meat 
that Periſheth, more then for th: meat that en- 
dureth to Everlaſting Life ? But we muſt La- 
r chicfly for this, and ſeck ir more then 
theothery Zobn 17. 9g. 1 prey for them, 7 pray 
at for the YVYorld. What do theſe words 
fgoliy; but that Chriſt did in a more eſpe- 


cial manner, Pray for thoſe whom the Fa- 


ing of theſ: words be, but that he was fent 
_ forth more to Preach the Goſpel, then to 
_ *Baptize ? If theſe and a great many other 

ſych like Scriptures, be not taken in a Com- 
_ parative ien{e, theic ſenſe cannot be good, 
and that which is the common meaning 
of ScriprureLanguage in ather-Expreſſions, 
mult þe allowed in my Text, which is 
farther maniteſt from the words of our Sa- 
Yiour Chriſt ;. Fathers and Mathers, Sens and 
Daughters,are 8 cofiderable-part of the YVorld, 
and muſt be Laved with a ſpecial Loyagyet 

O 
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of theſe he ſays, 24at. 10. 37, He that Lov- 
eth Father or Mother more then me, is not wor- 
thy of me, and ne that Loveth Sox or Daughter 
more then me, is nat worthy of me; And accord- 
ingly the Apoſtle muſt be underfioed in my 
Text, tho lzterally he only fays, If any man 
Love the YYorld,yet RN + he muſibe 
ſuppoſed to mean, # any Man Lyve-the 
V/Vorld more then God, the Love of the Father is 
ot in him. The thing is paſt doubt, there- 
fore without any more trouble I ſhall 
leave it, and come to my main bulineſs, 
which 1s to ſhew who they are that prefer 


the world before Gad, OTF Love it more k 


then God. For this end, that Ttich as theſe 
may be fully known, and all maytethe 


berrer able to examjaerhemlclves, FYhetber 


they be Lowers of the Y/orld, more then Eavers 
of God, I ſhall deicribe them by their ſeve- 
ral undoubted Charafters; they arc thefe 
which follow. 


1, T hey that Love the World asa Por- | 


tion of Happinets, and | ive to it as the laft 
end of Lite; and the anly felicity which 
they aim ats 'tista be doubred therearetoo 
many called Chriſtians of this ſort,and that 
the moſt af them look for vo Portion, bur 
what they bave in this Life,fromthecom- 
torts and pleaſures of Warldly Enjoy- 
ments.. And don't 'fuch as thele Love phe 
World more then God? How do they We 

ye 


as 
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Ine the Enjoyment of him ? Will they not 


fell him. in common occaſions, for a little fin- 
ful gain and pleaſure ? How 1s it with thee ? 
doſt thon ſay, Give me the fulneſs of .the 
World, grveme Houſes, Lands, and Liumps, 
Honey, Cattle, Graſs, Hay and the lite, m a 
abundance, and I care for no more, I deſire no 
more. 1 may be told of God and Chriſt, and 
Heaven, Converſion and Communion with God, 
but I don't #1 good earneſt value theſe things; grve 


me a plentiful Portion of this world's Goods, and 


that ſhall ſuffice. Be theſe the ſayings of thy 
heart: ? thou muſt know that thou doſt Love 
the- "World 'with a wicked and damnable 
Love: thon'art not a Saint, but a Worldling, 
the' World is thy God, and the God of this 
World-is nothing to thee z thou art one of 
the Men of this World, who have their Por- 
tion only here : And woe be unto thee, 
when this is gone;for whither wilt thou look 
for comfort ? doſt thou know what will come 
next? Didſt thou ſeriouſly conſider the end, 
for which thou waſt made, and how much 
thy Sonl, reſtored to it ſelf, is diſſatisfied 
with the greateſt fulneſs of Worldly Enjoy- 
ments, thou wouldſt with fear and trembling 
labour to -prevent ſuch a miſerable end at 
laſt, as: thou haſt juſt cauſe to fear; ' Has 
God-madethee a Man honour'd with a'Spiri- 


tual,” Rational and Immortal Soul, whoſe + 


vaſt -deſires:are not ſatiated, but -with 'the 
boundlefs..perfeftions of the Infinite: Spirit 
oh; Bo that 
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that made it ? Has he made thee. for himſelf, : 
for.his Glory and a Happineſs in himſelf, 
And: wilt thou- renounce the Enjoyment of 
him,. and make thy ſelf a meer Brute, by 
reſting only in a very ſhort, Brutiſh Happi- 
neſs of 1enſual Pleaſures ? T *his is ſuch a con- | 
tempt of the moſt. high God, and ſuch a 
wrong to. thy -molt precious: Soul, as that 
91g day, without Repentance, that which is 
now thy, only pleaſure, will be thy unſpeak- 
able -pain and torment, and that which: is 
now thy, God will be a Devil to thee: witneſs, 
Fudas's Money, Mat. 27.2, 4, 5. and Ammon? D 
af 2 94M. 13.15, I7. 


Ke © that Love the World as E: 
wages. of unrightcouſneſs ; and ſuch are all 
the-Riches, Honours, Friendſhips and Plea- 


ſures.. of the World, gotten by. diſhoneſt 


practiſes. How many are there every where, 
Who will lie, ſwear, falſely, deal unjuſtly, 
diflemble, defraud, circumvent and uſe cheat- 


-10g, Tricks, for the gain and honour of the 


World ? And. how many will abuſe them- 
ſelves and the Creatures, by Intemperate 
praQiſes, for ithe ſenſual Pleaſures, of the 
fleſh? Again, how- many Labourers and Hire- 
liags are there, who mind wages more then 
work, who are -ſlothful. and negligent ; 


Who . ſteal time. from their Maſters, and 


take wages for fleeping, ſmoaking, playing, 
OT: 2r; Fonning about: ; Who do their Ie nn de- 
dy | celtini! 
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ceitfully, but yet look for full Wages, as if 
they had done their beſt ? Beſides,how ma- 
ny are there'in their ſeveral Profeſſions, who 


' take utireaſonable gains, which they never 


deſerved, nor laboured for 3 and are there 
not very many of the poorer ſort, and 
others, that live by Robbery, uſing their” 
Neighbours Goods as their own ? Now 
what ſhall we fay of all theſe? if they doit 
Lovethe World with a wicked vicious'Love, 
who do ? How do they over-yalue the 
World, and what baſe thoughts have they of 
God, who ſo: frequently ſell him for ſuch 
{ſmall wretched Enjoyments, of ſinful gain, 
pleaſure, or vain Glory ? Are any of theſe 
Profeſſors of Religion ? whatever their Pro- 
feſſion be, they are of Balaams Religion, and 
with them, gain is Godlineſs. The gain 
which is gotten by doing wickedly, under 
a Profeſſion of Religion, is the Godlineſs 
which they are moſt for ; and-thus rhey' are 
the followers of Balaam,as we may ſee, 2 Pet. 
2. 15. Balaain uyter ſome colony of Religion, 
endeavoured to do a wicked'work- for the Wages 
of Worldty' honour--and = and they do the 
like, They Love the orld 4s the Wages 
of unrighreouſneſs, and Conſequently Love 
it more then God. Oh, that ſuth as theſe 
would lay to Heart the words of the Lord, Ezck. 
22.13. 14. The time will comt when the Lord 
will ſmite his Fands at their diſhoneft gain, and 
at the 'R/ood which they have been guilty of,” _=— 

| then 
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then how can' their heart endure, or their hands 
be ſtrong in the days that the Lord ſhall deal 
with them ? ” 


3. They that Love the World as a Provi- 
fon for wicked Luſts, to be ſpent in a ſinful 
pleaſing of the Fleſh. Haſte thou. this 
World's Goods ? thon art not the Soveraign 
Lord and Proprietor of them, to. doc with 
them as'thon pleaſe'; Thon art only a Stew- 
ard,entruſted with them for thy Maſters uſe, 
ant thou muſt be accountable for the ſpend- 
ing of them. Doft thou uſe what thou haſte 
r6 ſupport thy ſelf,or others, in thy Maſters 
Service © Thon doſt well ; this is to Love 
God c but if thou wilt abuſe thy cruſt, and 
make thoſe Worldly Goods, which ſhould 
maintain-Gods Servants, only a Proviſion to 
feed his/-Enemies, wicked Luſts, thy Love of 
the World cannot be good; ſuch. a. Love of 
it canner be a Eoving of God. ; Wicked 
Luſts are certainly Gods Enemies; and is not 
their Love of the-World a wicked Love , 
Whoabuſe it,as a Proviſion to feed and main- 
tain Ged's Enemies ? How dwelleth the 
Love of-God in thoſe who are ſo kind to his 
Enemies, and ſide with'them in their Rebel- 
lions again{t him? And oh, how hard is it 
to reſtrain thoſe who have ſomething of the 
World, from this wickedneſs, from giving 
that to the Devil, which - they. have;;re- 
ceived from God for his Service and Glory? 

HE bur 
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but eſpecially thoſe who have much of it ? 
how great, are the expences, of too many,not 
only of the higher but the lower ſort, -upon 
. Their Pride in Apparel, Tables, Houſes, 
Houſhold, Accommodations: upon vain Glo- 
Tious Curioſities, and Delicacies i in Food and 
Raiment?arid how faſt. does this Luſt grow at 
this day in this empoveriſhed Nation,as if it 
ſtrived ſhortly to out-grow the Patience of 
God ? What a ſhameful waſte is there made 
of 'the Creatur &, by Tiplers, Belly-Gods 
and Drunkards every where, as if they were 
Born into the World to be a Curſe to Man- 
kind, to deſtroy. the Creatures and ſtarve 
the Poor ?\ And how. commonly are Mens 
Eſtates conſumed by Whoredom, Sloth, 'Ma- 
lice and Revengeful Law-ſyits, {a that their 
Luſts many times devour all; and-leaye;them 
nothing at laſt to Liye upon: ? Beſides, how 
many are there of the higher ſort, who,Live 
upon the World meerly as a. Living, to.keep 
them in the Sodomitical Sin of Idlencis,when 
they are bound in - Conſcience, according. to 
their Ability, to Labour in ſome uſeful, em- 
ployment either of. bady or,mind ?: Don'sall 
theſe Love the World with a wicked; Love, 
who ſeek it, and lay it out. for ſuch eads and 
uſes as theſe ? For what doll theſe Men doz 
but' rthake. the World a Nurſery of Vice to 
the Diſhonour of God, and their own. nn- 
doing, and other. Mens too? and how 1s .K 
aa that ſuch as. theſe ſhould. Live: as 
Chriſti- 
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Re who go flatly againſt the Com- 
man 


1t, ke 
0 proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts 
thereof. Oh! | 


thine bwn Mouth ? L don't fay thou maiſt 
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not deſire thy Neighbours Goods upon a 
valuable Conſideration, as his Corn inthe 
Market, or his Ware in.the Shop, for thy 
Money ; if this be not allowed, how ſhall 
we juſttfic the Dealings and Commerce of 
the World ? And how ſhall we liye ? Byr 
if without this rhov doſt deſire thy Neigh- 
bours Goods , ty that his Houſes, 
Fields , Money , Preterment , Dignity , 
Corn, Catte!, or other Goods were thine 
own, this is certainly an eyil Covetaul- 
neſs, or wicked Love of the World ; why 
elfe js it ſo fully and expreſly forbid inthe 
Tenth Commandment, Exod. 20. 17. Thou 
fhalt ot covet thy Neighbours Houſe, theu ſhalt 
not covet thy Neighbours Wife, nor big Man- 
ſervant, nor his Maid- ſervant, nor his Oxs nor 
his Aſs, nor any thiag that is thy Neighbours. 
Again, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe who 
feek their own againſt thejr Neighbours 
Welfare , as by falſe Wares, occeitiul 
Weights and Meaſures, and underyaJying 
what they Buy, and overyalue what they 
Sell, wiltul T reſpaſſes, borgowing topre- 
vent buying, lending to make a prcy of 
the borrower , deceitful - prexences, ſecrer 
underminings, and the {iafyl Frauds which 
may any way be otherwiſe | uſed, are nor 
ſuch 23 theſe alſo wicked, Lovers of the 
World, who don't care | who do laſes. io 
they may ger, nor how they gain, rhe 
ng; 1c; World, 
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World, ſo *tis got? Theſe may paſs for 
Honeſt Men; but they are no better than 
Thieves in. Maſquerade: Befides, it may 
not be amiſs go note, that when People are 
full of murmurings and repinings in their 
low Eſtate, do envy the Proſperity of  0- 
thers , and: grieve at their Enjoyments; 
whence are theſe Perturbations, bur from 
an inordinate Love of the World, which 
being crolt by the Providence of God, cor- 
rupts into theſe Troublefome Paſhons ;, 
wherein, as in a Glaſs, it may at the ſame 
time ſee its own Face, and the great pro- 
yocation of the Lord's Wrath, as we may 
learn from the words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
IO. 10. Neither murmur ye as ſome of them. al- 
fo murmured, and were deſtroyed of tbe deſtroyer. 
Scc the Story, Numb. I 4. 


5. Fhey-that love the World ſo as to 
harden their Hearts againſt a periſhing 
Neighbour. Has God made the Lort of a 
poor Miſerable Perſon to fall in thy Neigh- 
bourhood? And are there no others that 
can or will relieve him.? And wilt thou 
who art able ro relieve him, ſufler him to 
periſh for want of neceflary Comfort, how 
dwelleth the Love ok God in thee? Dot 
thou not love the World-more than God, 
who wilt not part with a little of it for the” 
Lord's ſake, to ſhew thy Love ro him in # 
that Humane Nature, which is his moſt 

C 2 Noble - 
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Noble Creature in this lower World ? 
1 Fobn 3. 17. But whoſo hath this worlds goods. 
and ſeeth his brother have need, and - fhutteth 
up bis bowels of Compaſſion from him, how dwel- 
teth the Love of God in him? And if he doth 
not love God , then ſurely he loves the 
World ; he loves it as his Idol, with a 
wicked and damnable Love : Such Loyers 
of the World were the Prieſt and Levite, 
who ſhould have been Eminent Examples 
of Charity, but coming by chance near the 
Perſon that fell among T kieves, was ſtrip- 
ped of his Raimentr, wounded, and left 
half dead; they ſaw him, and paſfled by 
on the other {ide, without any Compaſhon 
rowards him in his periſhing Condition, 
Luke 10. 3o, 31, 32. And all thar do as 
they didare theic Brethren, in Iniquity, in 
Unmerciiulneis, and a wicked Love of the 
World: And are they any better, who 
are Unkind and Cruel to themſelves, who 
may, but will not allow themſelves a ſut- 
ficiency for the neceflary Comforts of this 
Life, and by this Monſtrous Inhumanity 
may be their own Deſtroyers? 


6. T hey that loye #he World ſo asto do 
wickedly to avoid the Croſs; many can 
own Religion ina Calm, when it. has the 
Conntcnance and - Encouragement of the 
Times, who cannot own it in a Stormy by 
Seripg for It : But when it comes to = - 

; aſe 
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Caſe with them, rather than they will 
leave the World for Righteouineſs ſake, 
they will leaveGod and a goodConſcience, 
and do wickedly to fave the World ; upon 
this account it is that ſo many turn Apo- 
ſtares and Backiliders in I'rying Times; 
and whatever Protefſioa of Religion they 
made, 'twas never any more than Demas's 
Religion ; for when they are forced ro de- 
clare their Choice, it likes them better ro 
embrace this preſent World without God, 
than to Enjoy God without the World + 
Why did Demas forſake Paul, bur becauſe 
he could not ſufter with him, by bearing 
the Loſs of the World to keep a good Con- 
ſcience, as he did; or to ſpeak more ex- 
aftly according to- the Metaphor in the 
Text, he found himſelf with Paul, ſfink- 
ing in the Mire of Adverfity to his great 
Sorrow, and by a Trick of worldly Wiſ- 
dom, which adviſed him to do wickedly, 
to avoid the Crols, he ſtept out of it, and 
<ſMaTiMTE, he left Paultoſtick in it, 2 Tim, 
4.10, Rather than embrace the Croſs in 
a way of Righteouſneſs, he would embrace 
the World in a way of Wickedneſs ; 
there's the end of Demas and all Rotten 
Profeſſors in Heart-revealing and: Trying 
Times. Are not ſuch as theſe Lovers of 
the World more than Lovers of God, who 
do ſo wickedly and notoriouſly prefer that 
beiore him ? | 
| C4 -, I hey 
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7. They that love the World, ſoas that 
it juſtles out neceflary Duty for the Soul's 
good in the uſe of means: i it never 
cnough for the Body and the World? and 
are the ſmalleſt Matters the yery reiuſe of 
thy Thoughts, Aﬀe&ions, Time and 
Cares, enough or too much for God and 
the Soul 2 Muſt the World be firſt and beſt 
ſerved, and God be laſt and worſt ferved, 
or not at all? Muſt the World on the 
Lord's- day have all, or almoſt all, and 
muſt God be put off with poor pitiful 
ſcraps, the Worlds Oarts and Leavings? 
Is there no time for Reading, Praying, and 
Religious Diſcourſe, on other Days ? Haſt 
thou no Time nor Heart to think of the 
Word , and Ways of Sod , Death and 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, Sin and Mi- 
ſery, Grace and Glory, and the Condition 
of thy Soul ? Att thou ſo Carnal and Earth- 
ly, as if thou wett all Body, and no Soul, 
all Fleſh, and no Spirit, made for this 
World,and not at all for the other World ? 
And wilt thou too often make no Conſci- 
ence of I ruth, Juſtice, Love, Peace, Mer- 
cy, Seli-denial, Humility, Patience , and 
che like, that thou maiſt live in Covetous 
PraQices ? It this be thy Caſe, thou doſt 
certainly love the World with a wicked 
Love if the love of God were uppermoſt 
in thy Sou], thou wouldſt not ſuffer the 
| | World 
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World to: jaſtle out Religion, or keep it | 
ofily as a-baſe ſlaviſhunderling to its Arbi- 
trary Power, and makeironly a hang by 
that hath nothing bur ' the Crumbs an 
Leavings that fall trom the Worlds Table 
to live upon, 

Don't theſe things move thee > Then 
know that the Soul is the Man, and no- 
thing ſomiuch the Care of che Sou! as the 
Care of irſelf; and it cannot take Care for 
it ſelf, bur by Living a Spiritaal Life in 
Communion with God,. for which it was 
miade, as its raoſt proper and perfect Life, 
and without which it is without God, and: 
really dead; for as the Soul is the Natural 
Life of the Body, ſo God is the Spiritual 
Life of the Soul, How canſt thou ſertoufly 
think on theſe things, eſpecially confider- 
ing' what a hard' Work chis Spiritual Life 
is, and not lay down this as @ certain and 
undoubted/ Concluſion, thatGod and our 
Souls ſhould have moſt of our Thoughts, 
our Love, our Care, our All, above all 
other things whatſoever : And that 'tis a 
wicked Love of the World, which leayes 
them only the leaſt and the worſt of all 
theſe. Martha was nor to be blam'd for 
her kindneſs unto Chriſt, bur her Errour 
lay here, ſhe ſuffercd her worldly Care for 
him to jaſtle out rhe neceſſary Care of her 
Soul, in fitting at Jeſus's Feet ro hear his 
Ward, as Mary did, Luke' 10. 39, 40, 4T, 

C 4 42, 
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42, Forwe muſt above at things labour for the 
Meat that endureth.to Everlafting Life, John 


6. 27. That is the Enjoyment of God, the. 


only Meat for an Immortal Soul : Bur Oh! 
W hat do they. make of God and their 
Souls? What Brures are they who make 
this the leaſt of their Care ? 


8. They that love the World, ſo as 
that the more they have of it, the more 
they covet it; does thy drinking make 
thee dry, ſo that the more thou doſt drink 
the more thou doſt thirſt > Thou art ſub- 
. 3e&o ſome Bodily Diſeaſe, a Dropfie, or 

a Feaver ; and are not they ſubje& to the 
evil Diſeaſe of Coyetouſneſs in their hearts, 
who the more they have, the more they, 
covet. and are ſtil] enraged by that which 
ſhould ſatisfie their Luſt ? If God were thy 
Portion, thou wouldſt be contented at leaſt 
with a Competency of the World, but 
when nothing will fatisfie thee, but ſill 
thou art hungry in thy greateſt Fulneſs, 
this ſhews that thou art gone far from God 
thy Reſting-place, into the V Vorld, by 
thy exceſſive love of it ; for this 13 the ve- 


ry thing that makes thee ſo reſtleſs ; thou - 


art like a Man that's out of his way, the 
more he goes on, the farther he is from 
Reſt, the greater his Trouble will be before 
he comes to his way again, Art thou reſt- 
lefs in thy Deſires after the V Vorld tne 
PS ATE Ces IA _— W n 
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be *when thou haſt gotten one Sum of Money, 
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one Field, and 'one' Purchaſe' more, doſt 
chou ſtill gape for another, and another, 
with an unſatiable Appetice ? V Vhen thou 
haſt moſt, haſt thou neyer enongh, bur is 
ſomething ſtill wanting ? VVhy is it thus 
with thee, but becauſe thou haſt forſaken 
God the Centre of thy Reſt, and haſt fer 
thy Heart upen an empty and unfatisfying 
VVorld : Didſt thou tctthy Heart on God 
as thy Heritage , thy Treaſure, and the. 
Portion of thy Cup, thou would not be 
thus reſtleſs , .but thy Soul would reſt in 
God ; and believe it, if thou doſt nor look 
ro't in time, thy reſtleſs Deſires after the 
VVorld will at laſtend inreftleſs Pains and 
Torments, and thy Soul, valtly too big for 
2a lictle Earth and Fleſh, will never return 
to Reſtrill it reſt in God : Don't we feel by 
undeniable Experience, that our Souls are 
never ſo cafic, and ſo much ar reſt, as 
when we walk moſt cloſely with God, and 
enjoy the Comforts of his Love, Pſal, 37. 
7. Reſtin the Lord; and P/al. 116: 7. Return 


unto thy reſt, O my Soul; and where's this 


reſt to be found, but in Communion with 


God? As may be ſeen, Ver.g. 1will palk 
before the Lord in the Land of the Living. 


9. They that love the-V Vorld, ſo as'to 
do good Durics only of mainly for wortd- 
ly Ends, as the Gain or Vain-glory ofthe 
Fo VVaorld, 
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VVorld, the Favour of near Fricnds, and 


the like, if theſe be their Ends by which 
they are. mainly govern'd,, and fo far. at 
leaſty, as-that without theſe, their Religion 
IS at.an end,, and: no more to be done in 
their former. Profeſſions and Prattices, ſuch 
as theſe lo love the VVorld, as that the 
love of the Father is not in them, and:their 
Religion is-but Hypocrifte,., their ſubordi- 
ating of that to the V Vorld bears witneſs 
againſt chem, that their love of that is 
greater than their love of God, after all 
their pretences of a Superlative Love to 
him ;: doth a Miniſter, or others, in other 
Proteffions, mind V Vages more than 
VVork > Do' private Chriſtians profeſs 
Religion-to be ſeen of Men, that they may 
ſeem ſomething in the'V Varld ? Dcth the 
Tradeſman ſay he muſt do: his work well, 
elſe he ſhall have no Cuſtom, minding; his 
Gain more than his Duty? Doth che 
worldly wiſe-man ſtand! up for Religion, 
when *cis the. rifing way, but hath done 
with it when *cis the falling way? Doth 
the Servant do his work carcfully , not 
from Conſcience, but fear of loſing his 
Place ? Do Neighbours do good Officesfor 
one another,. meerly for ſome worldly ſelf- 
ends, rather than out of good will, and 
heartily as unto the Lord ?. V Vhat do all 
theſe, and ſuch as theſe do, bur ſecretly 
live te the V Vorld, under a ſhew of Reli- 

gion, 


% 
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gions loving and ſecking that more than 
Gcd ? No doubt but a Man in>welk-doing 
may fubordjnatcly have reſpe& to ar 
Earthly as well as a Heavenly Reward 3 
bur if when that fails, he will leave his 


;  Neceflary Duty, and do nothing for love's | 


ſake, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him! Oh ! how carcful ſhould we be, that 
our Ends be right in all our Duties, that 


* they may not be done only as works of the 


Fleſh, but really as works of Love to God, 
and be aconſtant I:ving to him. V Vould 
it not be ſad, if God ſhould ſay to us, in do- 
ing good works you play the Hypocrites, 
do mock at God. and are the worlt of 
worldlings, making God and Godlineſs to 
ſerve your Covetoutneſs ; you are as Iſrael 
was, Hef. 5. 1. Empty Vines that have brought 
forth fruit to your Bhs, the VVorld was 
your End, and yqu have your Reward ; is 
not this a very bad End of good works ? 
Bur Oh! what a Comfort is it when a 
Man can ſay of his Duties, a/\-theſe have 
done heartiiy asunto the Lord, T his was 
Hezehiahs Comfort when he had no other 
ieft him, 1ſaiah 38. J. Remember pow, O 
Lord, T beſeech thee, how T have walked before 


thee in Truth, and nith a perfet Heart, and 


have done that which, goed in thy ſight, 
10 They that love the VYorld, ſo,as 


_ thar in their Plenty they will do nothing 


at 
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| atall, or nothing without grudging, for 
Charitable and Retigious Uſes, or for 
Love and Peace; a Man's work is not done 


when he has provided for nimſelf and Fa- 


mily, bart ſomething according to his A- 
- biliry 1s to be done for the good of others; 
as for Hoſpitality in Entertaining Stran- 
gers, eſpecially for Righteouſneſs take for 
Religious Utes, by promoting the means 
of Grace in the Family, and amongſt. o- 
thers for Charitable Ulſcs, In helping and 
relieving People Oppreiſed with Poverty, 
Sickneſs, and. other Calamities: Beſtdes, 
ſomething is to be done for Love and Peace, 
as by parting with a ſmall Right to end a 
Controverſie , and prevent a Law-luit, 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of going to Law, 


crics out, why do you not rather take 


wrong ? /Why do you not ſuffer your 
ſelves to be defrauded ? 1 Cor. 6, 7. All 
theſe are clear and certain Duties, and 


what's ſincerely done in theſe ways, is-done 


for God in aſpecial manner 3 *tis done as a 
Token of ſpecial Love to him, but where's 
' their Love to God, who have much: for 
ſuperfluous Expences upon their Backs , 
Bellies, -. Houſhold, Accommodations , 
Horſes, Dogs, Games, Recrearions ,- and 
needleſs Curiolities, but are ſo-hard-hear- 
ted, as thatthey will part with nothing at 
all, or nothing willingly and chearfully, 
upon ſuch good accounts as theſe, are nor 


ſuch | 
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ſuch as rhefe quite drown'd in the Love of 
_ the VVarld?> Are they not Damnable 
; Worldlings, and Senſualiſts, Lovers of 
Riches and Pleaſures more than Lovers of 
God 2 they are ſo miſerably poor in Spirit, 
| as if they were ſo many Beggars, really 
Poor in Purſe, ſcarce worth a Groat : Oh! 
| what pity tis thattheſe Men will not make 


themſelves Friends: of the Mammon of 
Unrighreouſneſg, before the time. come 
when they will not be worth one Farthiag, ' 
Luke 16.9. T hey are chargd by the A- 
poſtle, to do good, to' be rich in good works, 
' ready to diſiribute , willing to communicate 
f 1 Tm. 6; 18, but their wicked Jove of the 
World and the Fleſh, will nor fuffer them 
þ- to do their Duwy. : Ds” 
j 


| 11: They that love the World, ſo as 
that they. are greatly troubled for worldly 
Crofles and Lofles, though many times ye- 
ry {mall ones, bur are very. little, or not 
at-all troubled for the Lofles of God*s Lo- 
ving andzGracious Preſence : Art thou 
* grieved when thy worldly Gain failsthce ? 
,  . Arc (mall Miſcarriages and unexpeRted Ac- - 
F cidents in the. Managing of Buſineſs, a 
great Vexation. ro thee? Do ordinary, 
Croffes and Lofles put thee almoſt beſides 
thy'felf 2 And canſt thou bear contentedly 
> that forgerfuJneſs of God, thoſe negleas of 
- Duty, and finful Commiſſions, thoſe un- 
IE cyen 
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even walkiogs and ragings of thy Liiſts and 
Paffions, and thy Tongue, which. divide 
thy Soul trom God, make thee a Stranger 
ro him, deprive thee of! his bleſſed Pre- 
ſence, and turn his wrath agaial(t chee? Is 
this thy- Caſe ? I appeal to thy Conſcience, 
whether thou doſt not love the world ber- 
rer than God? Thou. maiſt very fairly 
meature one-Paſſjon by 'another; -[f thou 
art more gricved for the Lots of the world 
than the Loſs ot God, maiſt thou not truly 
lay, That thou loveſt that more than him ? 
Didſt thou love- God: moſt: and beſt, no- 
thing- would be ſo dear ro thee as the cons 
ſtant Enjoyment of his Loving and Graci- 
ous Preſence, and thy greateſt Care would 
be for that, and nothing - \nch- a grief to 
thee as the loſs of that 3 un.ier T ribulati- 
ens thay -woul iſt encourage thy ſelf inthe | 
Lord thy God, 1 Sam. 30.6. and not count 
thy ſelf undone whillt che Lord is thy God. 
In Times of Proſperity thy chief Delighr 
will be i-God ; taow wilt fay, Ford, .lift 
thou uptha lignt of: thy Countenance upon me ; 
theu haſt put ladnzſs tn wy Keart, more than 
in the time that their Corn' aud Wine encreaſed, + 
Pal. 4.6; 7. Thy loving-kimdnaeſs is better than 
life, Pal 63.3, i#Fhom bave 1 in Heaven- but 
thee, and there is none upon Earth that 1 deſire 
beſides thee; my Fleſh and my m—_ faleth, 
but God-3j' the Arength of my Heart, and- my 
Portion for ever, Pfal.' 73. 25, 26, Ant of all 

| bleſſings 
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Bleſſings this is the great ſt, that the” God of 
Love and Peace is with, me, 2 Cor. 13. II: 
For this is a Comfort. that paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, Phil. 4 7: © 


12, They that love the world, fo as 
that rhey value themſelves only or mainly 
by the warldy, not by a ftare of Grace or 
Cane with God, but by the warld; 
art thou puft up with Pride, Vain-glory- 
ings, and Carnal Confidences? Dbftthou. 
laok high, ſpeak big, and behaverhy lelf 
headily and  haughtily., by reaſon of thy 
worldly Poffeflions ? V Vhar Spirit is this 
by which thou arrafted ? Not the Spirit of 
God, bur the Spirit of the world. 1 Cor, 
2. 12. the yſual. Spirit of worldly Rich 
Mex ; and is not this Spirir a- netor ious evi- 
dence of a predominant Love ofthe world, 
hardiing. thy Heart againſt the Love of 
Gud? Y'Vhy art chou'proud of thy Wealth, 
or any other worldly Bencfir, bur becauſe 
thoy art a:Sfranger to a ſtate of Grace in 
Communion with God, and doſt nor- va- 
lye the Comforts of it? Were theſe high- 
elt in thy Thoughts and Aﬀettions, thou 
wouldſt lefs regard. the World, and look 
upon the Eojoyments of it 'as Vanities in 
Compariſon of them ; thou wouldft not be. 
of-3 proud lordly Spirit, becauſe a little 
Richer than thy'Neighbours, thou wovldſt 
nas: magnifte: thy ſelf, becauſe thy OE 
vt lONs 
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fions are magnified; and if thou wiltbe a 
Chriftian, thou canſt not do ir, thou canſt: 
not value another only or chiefly by what- 
heis inthe World, but by what he is in 4 
ſtate of Grace, as is clear, 2 Cor. 5. 16. 
Henceforth ' know we no Man after the Fleſh ; 
that is, we do not affe&, prize or admire 
any one, at leaſt mainly, by what he is in 
things pertaining ro the Fleſh, as Riches. 
Dignuy , Birth, Breeding, Perſonal 
Strength and Comlineſs, Kindred, Power, 
arts, and che like, bur by his Regenera- 
tion, and the Graces of a Spiritual Life ; 
And if thou canſt not thus value another, 
much leſs wilt thou thus value thy felf; 
bur in thine abundance thou wilt be of a 
meek , humble, ſelf-abaſing'and conde- 
ſcending Spirir, and live as a Perſon mor- 
tified to the Vain-glory of the World, 
how much ſoever thou haſt 'tis but a Stew- 
ardſhip, and the more thou haſt, the more 
lowly chou wilt be, tecaaſe thon haſt the 
mare to account for : If many that live in 
a worldly fulneſs, would .cxamine them- 
ſelves by this Rule, they would find juſt 
cauſe tothink, that they are Lovers of the 
World more than Lovers of God. TTLE 
Theſe are the real Charatters of thoſe 
who love the World: more. than 'God, 
which I have expreſsd_ for; the better In- 
fagmation.,of ſuch as would: know where 
rheir Hearts.are chicfly: and —— 
| y 
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ly; I thought it not enough to ſay in the 
general, as is commonly ſaid, that the A 


| Poſtle muſt be underſtood in a compara- 


tive Senſe, of loving the World more 
than God ; for generalibus latet dolas, grea:t 
Deceir may hide it felf under this general 
ſaying; and many may pretend, that they 
love God above all, who yer in; Truth 
are meer Worldlings;' general Dofrines 
are beſt taught, when they are exempli- 
fied by particular inſtances. For theſe are 
moſt ſearching and diſtinguiſhing, by the 
CharaCters that have been mention'd 5 
thev that will impartially and faichfully 
examine themſelves, may fee clearly, 
whether they are ſuch as loye the World 
more than God, or not; and ſhould not 
this be every ones main and principal 
Care: Where is thy Conſideration, rhy 
Faith and Love to thy ſelf; if whilſt thon 
art bulily carctul about many other ſmal- 
ter Matters, thou doſt not make thy chict- _ 
eſt Concernment thy chief care > Oh how 
watchful ſhould we be over onr felyes, 
that we be ſincere in this great Point. 


r, Is not this the great Contention, in- 
to which all other Contentions are gene- 


* rally reſolved, who ſhall have our Hearts, 


God 'or the World; and ſhould we not 
ſtand up tor-rche right fide, and fee that 
fight be done ; that God has his-dnc "ou 

1) rhe 
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the Heart in the ſuperlative Loye of it, 
and that the World hath no more than 
irs due, by an orderly and: well limited 
Love of it? 

2. Again, how canſt thou poflibly be a 
ſound Chriſtian, if thy Hearrbe not more 
for God than the World ; if this be high- 
eſt in thy Heart, thea the World is thy 
Maſter ; and thou wilt.certainly be falſe in 
the Service of God, and in common Con- 
verſazion do wickedly to ſerve this Mas» 
:\CTL, 


2, Furthermore, does not thy. Eternal 
Salvation depend upon it, if thou over- 
love tne World, and do wickedly to ferve 
it ; thou wilt at laſt be as miſerable as Hel] 
can make the-, but if racu ſo love God 
as to live fſiccerely.to him, thou fhalt in 
the end be eternaily ciappy with him. 

Are no: theſe things moiitrae > Oh how 
careful then ſhouldſt thou be to examine 
chy ſelf by theic Characters, ſeverally, 
from the beginning-tothe end ; that thou 
maylſt ſee where thy Heart is, that which 
bath moſt of thy. Hcarc is thy chief end ; 
and ſuch as the end is, ſuch is the Man; 
by this he is commanded in all his ways: 
It a Mans end be bad, he will certainly be 
2 bad Man ; and no Man can live a good 
Life, unleſs his end be good 3 Now there 

arc 
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are hut two ends, which we can ſet out 
Hearts upon, God or the World; and 
what Caſe imaginable like to this, which 
of thele we ſhall chooſe ; ſhould not a wile 
Man joyn himſelf co the fureſt and beſt 
{ide? *ris confeſt the World's {ide is the bigs 
geſt and molt prevailing, bur God's is the 
tureſt and molt availing. The World paſ- 
ſeth away and the Luſt thereof, but he that doth 
the Will of God abideth for ever, 1 John 2. 
17. Ar Death there is an end of all their 
Joys and Comforts, who have their Por- 
tion only in this Life; but if any Man 
give God his Heart, and ſo give himſelf 
up to the doing of his Will, which ather- 
wiſe cannot be done, his Soul being ſpiri- 
tally alive, ſhall live for ever ( even then 
when the Body dies ) in che favour of 
God, and the Body at the Reſurceion 
being reunited to the Soul, ſhall ſhare with 
It in this Lite ro all Erernity; thus he that 
doth the Fill of God ahideth for ever, 


\ . 
3. Now follows the third Particular to 
'*. be ſpoken co, which is this, they char love 
the World with an inordinate, vicious, 
and damnable Love, don't love God; they 
that ſotake the World into their tearts, 
ſhut God out; 'ris of ſuch a lover of the 
World the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when he ſays, 
The Love of the Father is not in him: And 
tis evident from theſe following Demon- 
D 2 ſtraris 
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{trations} that they who unlawfully love 
the World with an 1nordinate, predomi- 
nant and abuſltye Love, don't ſincerely 


Loye God. 


-I, They that thus Love the World, 
g0 a whoring from God ; in their AﬀeCti- 
ons, they take them oft from God, and 
place them upon an undue Objeit, which 
they prefer before him : And they can nc- 
ver love God lincerely, who love ſfome- 
ting elſe more than him ; as the Adulte- 
rels, which hath embraced another Man, 
cannot love her Husvand with a true con- 
Jagal Love ; fo a Man that's gone a who- 
ring from God, and ſets up the World a- 
bove him, cannot be ſincere in his Love 
ro him; he will forget him, when he 
ſhould mind him; he will be falſe, when 
he ſhould be trne to hits; he will do his 
own Will, and fulfil his wicked Lulis, 
when he ſhould be doing the Will of God : 
A Man cannot go two different waysat the 
fame rime with his whole Heart, God and 
the World cannot have our Hearts chiefly 
ang entirely bach ar once ; this is not poſ- 
{tble, when a Man has to do with oppo=- 
{ice Objcas of Love; 1j he love the one, 
hz will deſpiſe the «ther, as our Saviour ar- 
gues, and concludes, that we cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon, Mar. 5. 24, If Mammon 
be the beſt Maſter, he will be moſt w_— 
an 
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and beſt ſerved; and the rignc Maſter, 
though infinitely beſt, will be leaſt loved, 
and worſt ſerved; nothing w1!l be reſer- 
ved for him, but the very Oarts, and 
Leavings of our Time, Thoughts, Cares, 
and Lives; the worſt of every thing cite 
will be good enough tor him, who has the 
worſt of the Heart. 


2. They that thus love the World hate 
God, as he is the ſupream ſpiritual good, 
whom we ſhould love and fcek, as ihe on- 
ly Obje& ot our Happineſs; they may. in 
ſome fort love him, as he is their Benefa- 
Ctor, that gives them bodily Health, and 
Strength, common or ſpecial Gifts: of 
Mind, Food and Raimenc, plentiful E- 
ſtates, Proſperity in their Families, Trades, 
or Husbandry, and fruitful 'I imes - and 
Seaſons. But otherwite, they: hate him; 
not only as he is a Holy, Righteous, All- 
ſecing, Sin-hating and puniſhing God, 
but particularly, and eſpecially, as he is 
rhe ſupream ſpiritual good,” and only Ob- 
jet of our Happineſs , ſtanding in oppo- 
{irion to that ſenſual good, which is the 
chicfdefire and delight of corrupt Nature; 
thus they hate him, and that ſpiritual 
Life which leads. to him; they. cant. en- 
dure them ; and they that hate God, don't 
love him; when Rusbands and Wives 
ceaſe to love one another, with a hearty 

D 3 Matri- 
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Matrimonial Love, at the ſame time they 
hate one another, and many times this 
proves to be the worſt of Hatred ; thus Mans 
rurning away his Heart from God, as his 
Felicity to the World, as his End, Trea- 
ſure and Felicity, turns to hatred againſt 
God; the leaving of an old Lover for a - 
new one, as Is uſual in ſuch Caſes, ends 
in the hatred of him; and what hatred (vo 
bad as this, which makes Men the Ene- 
mies of God, the beſt of Fricnds; Col. x. 
21. And haters 'of the God of Love and Peace, 
Rom. 1. 3O. with 2 Cor. 13. 11. And live in 
Enmity againſt him, Rom 8.7. Oh what 
wicked Creatures has the wicked Love of 
the World made Men, and what bard 
Hearts have we, if we can paſs over the 
thought of it without ſighs and tears! T hus 
tis with them, and thus 'twill be ; and 
there's no remedy whilſt the World is 
higheſt in- their. Hearts, there may be 
much and long hearing, but there's no 
hope, thatthe minifiry ofthe Word ſhould 
work upon Sinners, for their faving C on» 
verſion ; unleſs rhey be firſt perſwaded to 
forſake the idolized and abuſed World 
their preſent Lover, and raura to the for- 
ſaken God their firſt Lover and Husband, 
_ 2, 7, and place their chicf delight in 
1M, 

Would Miniſters ſave the Souls of Sin- 
ners, they muſt engage them by all means 
2 ELD | | to 
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to change their.cnd of Life, a carnal and 
tranſitory Felicity in. the enjoyment of 
Creatures, for a ſpiritual and eternal Feli- 
city 10 'the enjoyment of God ; without 
this, there's no poſſibility of changing their 
protauc and carnal way of Lic, for thar 
which is Holy and Spiritual 3 why are there 
ſo few ſincere Converts in the World, and 
why Is it fo hard to convert ungodly ſen- 
ſual Sinners unto God, «cfpecially ſfobcr 
and civilized woridiings? they can't en- 
dure to change their cnd of Life, their 
God to which they live, the World their 


God, for the God of this World; they 


hate to leave the ſinful ate and Pleaſures 
of a carnal earthly Lite, tor che Labours, 
Difficulties, and Cares of a Spiritual Lite, 
in the enjoyment of God, and Communi- 
on with him : This, in their unbelief, they 
count a parting with a Reality for a Fan- 
cy, Pleaſure for Pain, Gain for Loſs, and 
they deteſt the Thoughts of it : The dread- 
ful Nick and ſtop of Religion lies there, tis 
this which makes People general'y under 
ſome ſhew of Religion, to live either in o- 
pen prophanenels or ſecret hyp: crifie ;, 'ris 
this which is the ſhipwracking Sabbaths, 
Sermons, Scriptures, good Beoks, Pray- 
ers, . Warnings and Reproofs to the moſt 
of People, they are all loſt there; *tis this 
which undoecs the work of the Miniſtry, 
as faſt as'tis. done, _ makes painful _ 
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ly Miniſters c:v our, 'Lord, who bath belieu- 
ed our report, we have Iabour'd in vain, and ſpent 
our Strength fur nought, and in vain, Iſa. 49. 
4. It People will norbe prevailed with, te 
renounce an idolized World, and ſet their 
Hearts and Hopes on God, for eternal bleſ- 
{ednefs, and live to him as the laſt end of 
Lite ; they'l never be perſwaded effetually 
fo leave the ways of Sin, and walk in Gods 
ways, they that will not change their God 
will never be perſwaded to change their 
way ; Focry one will walk in the way, and 
Name of his God, Micah 4. 5. Oh that all 
Preachers of the Goipel, would make ir 
their Intention and Care in a ſpecial man- 
ner to ſet People right in the end of Life ! 
Now clſe can they hope, that they ſhould 
walk in the right way leading. thereunto, 
and not ſpend their Days in damnable Er- 
ror 2nd Decjuſton. | 


2. T hey that thus love the World, live 
without God in the World, they live as 
$:ranzers unto God, and love and ſtrange- 
neſs never dwell together; they that are 
Strangers unto God don't love him; they 
that love their Friends mind them, deſire 
ro ſee them, to ſpeak to them, to cat and 
drink with them; and they that lave God, 
deſire to converſe with him, by Reading, 
Hearing, Meditation, Prayer, Praifes, and 
the like; they delire ro be antes” is, 
F2 ;*. 5 LICELT 
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their whole Life is a {eeking after God, and 
returning to him; and they are never bet- 
. ter pleaſed, never fo well at cafe, as when 
they live moſt in Communion with him : 
Bur 'ris otherwiſe with ihoſe that Joye the 
World, as their chi:f Delight; they don't 
thus love God, they doni't deſire to be with 
him; bur are very ſtrange to him, and 
like it beſt to keep at a diſtance from 'him ; 
they are of the Earth, Earthy. there are all 
their Thoughts, rhere's their Defire, De- 
light, Hope and Confidence; and of that 
is all their talk, Lords-days, as well as 
other Days : They are of the World, therefore 
they are ſtill ſpeaking of that, 1 John 4. 5. 
And if you talk to them of God, his Word, 
and Ways, theyarepreſently ſtruck dumb, 
or elſe quickly find ſome Divcrſton to turn 
the Diſcourſe another way: they don't like 
to retain God in their Knowledge, to 
think or hear of him; and do ſuch as theſe 
love God ? they may love him as their Be- 
nefaQor, that gives them bodily and world- 
ly Comtorts ; but they don't love him, as 
a Holy and Righteous God, as their Teach- 
er and Ruler, and' the obji& of their Hap- 
pineſs in whom they hope to be eternally 
Happy ; *tistrue, Hypocrites make a ſhew 
of ſuch a love, and *tis but a ſkew; For 
their Hearts go after their Covetouſneſs, as E- 
zekrel 33. 3I. 


+ They 
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4. They that thus love the World live 
in Sin , they do wickedly for the gaia of 
the VVorld, and their ſzalual Picaſures; 
and as they live ultimately ro a wrong end 
of Life, their civil Aftions are alio fintil ; 
their very Plouzhing, a worx fo necefſary 
and eminently good for the weliare of Man- 
kind, is Sing Prov. 21. 4 T «ke them which 
way - you. will, they live fcandalouſly 1n 
Sin: Now they that live in Sin, don't love 
God. no, they bate him; they that hye in 
Sin, lave Sin; and. they thar love Sin, 
hate Holinels; and they that hate Holineſs, 
hace God; for Holine's is his Nature, an 
his Name; he is called in Scripture, his 
Holineſs, ' PlaJ. 47. 8. and my Holineſs, Plal. 
89. 35. They thar live co the VVorld, as 
their end of Lite, love it as their G2d; and 
will cerrainly keep his Commandments, 
that is, will- walk according.to the wicked 
Principles.-and Policics of a meer worldly 
V Viddom ; and fuch as theſs cannot poſi- 
bly keep the Commandments of the rrue 
and living God : They that ere ts the Fleſh 
64nndt plesſe God, where then is their Love 
to God, For this is the Love of God, that we 
keep his Commandments, I John 5. 3: 


\Thus: baving open'd the DoQrine, the 
Application follows ; and nrft tor Jafar- 
mation, in three particulars. 
mT ..a © I. From 
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1. From what was ſaid for the Explica- 
tzon of the Dofrine under the farſt Obſer- 
vaticn; we learn, that when in Reading or 
Hearing, we find the love ot-the World 
reproved and condemn'd. we mult under- 
ſtand only a- vicious or ſinful love of the 
VVorld; not an erderiy, but an inoidi- 
pate love of it; not a love ofthe V Vorld 
as from God, in bim, and for him, bur in 
Oppoſition ro him; nota love of it as rig}-t: 
ly uſed, but abuſed; there 1s a love of the 
VVorld, which is our Duty ( as hath 
been ſhew'd ) a vertuous and laudable love; 
but this is not meant, for this 1s not to be 
reproved; but preſt; not condemn'd, bur 
commended; though we may not giye 
that love tothe V Vorld, which 1s due only 
ro God ; and may not love it upon wrong 
grounds and motives, asthe fewel of Luſt, 
the means of Sin, or Fruitof it; yer we 
ſhould love ir, as God Joves it; ' who hath 
filled it wich his goodneſs, and fo lovcs i ; 
as this ſtupendious V Vorld is. the, Lords 
handy-work, an aſtoniſhing Manifeſtation 
of his glorious Attributes, a molt eranſpor- 
ting inſtance of his Beneyolence and Benc- 
ficence to Mankind, and many ways 2. 
helpful Schoolmaſter to bring us vnto God ; 
we ſhould all moſt highly value it, and 
love it; *tis trne, Solomon doth often call 
the VYorld Vanity, not only as ory 

exalt- 
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exalted and abuſed by us, but as 'ris in ic 
{clf of a vaniſhing and tranſitory Nature ; 
not being long with us; nor we with ir; 
and ac tis unaniwerable to the vaſt Deſires 
and Capacities of our Souls, and inſuffici- 
ent to help in many bodily wants and ne- 
ceſſes; however, this gives no check to 
an order:y and regular lore of the World, 
though we cannot love it for what ir has 
nor, and may not love it as abuſed by us; 
yer we ſhould Jove it, tor what it has of 
God in it, or we may have for him from 


16 


2. From hence we learn, moſt ſeriouſly 
to cxamine, where our Hearts are chiefly 
and ſuperlatively, upon God er the World; 
love 1 the ruling afietion of rhe Soul, and 
carries all before it; tuch as our Love is, 
ſuch are our Ways, it gives the Law to the 
whole courſe of our Lives; if the World be 
the b:it Portten, and molt in our Hearts; 
if God be forgatten, and this be that which 
we hve unto and live upon, we ſhall cer- 
tainly live wicked lives; we ſhal! ſhameful- 
ly negle& onr Duries, and many ways do 
wickedly to ſ{eck and (erve the World; but 
if God be moſt in our Hearts, as the ſy- 
pream ſpiritual good, and only Obje& cf 
our Happine(s: If we can truly fay, thar 
we prefer the tayour of God, and Commu- 
21on with him in ways of 'Holineſs, thy 

| atten- 
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attended with hatred, reproach ard tribu- 
lation from Mcn, betore the gelights of the 
World in a way of Sin, then we ſhall live 
ro God, and do the things that are pleaſing 
in his fight; we ſball deny the Devil, the 
Worid, and the Fleſh, and make them 
ſtoop to God, rather then ſtoop to their 
Temptations, and diſpleale him by wicked 
Adtions : All wickedneſs is rocted, 1n pre- 
terring ſomething or other of the Fleſh, 
and World before God; and all gcdlinefs 
is rooted, in preferring God before the ' 
World, as his Will, Image, Favour, gra- 
cious Preſence and hope of perfe& Blefſed- 
nc{s in him : Does it not then highly con- 
cernustoſee whereour Hearts are? ſhouldſt 
thou after all that's ſaid and done 1n the 
Profcſſion of Religion, ſecretly make a 
meer worldly Felicity in the Comforts of a 
bodily Life, ſo long as they will bold thy 
principal Aim and end of Life; thou may ſt 
be a rotten Profeſſor, a painied Hypocrit-, 
a ſhame to the Goſpel, and the Damnati- 
cn of Sinners, by thy uneyen, deceuful and 
diſorderly walkings, but chou caoft never 
be ſincerely religious Oh how careful 
then ſhould we be, to ſee that we are root- 
cd and grounded in our Love ro God, as 
our chief Joy, Treaſure and Hericage! - 
That we love him. with ai the Heart, with all © 
the Soul, with all the Strength, and with all 
the 3/ind, Luke 10. 27. Making a fpiritu- 

al 
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al and heavecly Felicity in the enjoyment 
of him here and hereafter our main Aim 
and end of Life; if we don't make ſound 
Work hete, we cannot p: fibly make ſound 
Work in our Holy Profeftion ; we caunor 
be really and ſincerely goCly, as we ſem 
tobe; but in various occatltions, we ſhall 
leave God and our Duty, to ſerve our 
wicked Lufis, in a ſinfi] ſeeking of the 
World, and pleaſing of the Fl:ſh; this 1s 
roo maniteſt from the frequear and doleful 
Scandals, Backſlidings and Apoſtaſtes, of 
very many Profeſſors of Religion : Did 
they love God above all, they wouid leave 
all, rath-r then leave God. But becauſe 
they love ſomerhipg clſe more than God, 
they turn away from him in an Hour of 
Tempration, either ro their f{inful gain, 
or carnal Plea(u:e, or vain glory. 

*T'is vadeniable, rhat a prevailing an1 
over-ruling Love to God, as the cit tpi- 
ritual good, and only Felicity of our im- 
mortal Spirits; made for higher things, 
then ihe Comforcs of a mecr bodily Lite, 
is rhe regenerating AﬀeCtion, that regene- 
rates or renews a Sinner in Heart and Con- 
verſation : *Tis this immediately, which 
is tre Heart and Soul of Converſion; in 
which the new Cr: ature lives, inoves, and 
has its being ; and by whici all rhe paits 
of godlineſs are envigorated, as our turn- 
16g away ftom God to the Creature, by 
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at. over-loving of ir, is the root of all de- 
generate and corrypt Nature, fo our re- 
rurning fo God by a predominant Love, is 
the regenerating of our firſt Divine Nature 
loft by Sin; they that Love God above all, 
will certainly labour to pleaſe him, and 
live tina likeneſs ro him}; again, as Faith 
 Woarfs in ihe Converſion of a Sinner, ic 
does its Work by Love, Gal. 5. 6. by Love 
to God firſt, and then by love ro Men tor 
Gods ſake ; belides, Relieton 1s not only 
a living to God as the Obje&, but as the 
end of what we wo; a ſerving of God for 
God, asorr excceding great Reward; and 
if God be not our end, the ſincere ſerving 
of him will necyer be our way; but world- 
ly Temptations beirig moſt prevalent, will 
carr us out of it Thou canſt never be 
ſincerely Religions, unleſs thy Heart be 
upon the ſpirituz] Enjoyment of God; as 
thy Souls Happineſs, above all things what- 
ſoever 3 ſhouldſt rhot nor then pur thy 
ſelf upon the Tryal, and conſider moſt ſe- 
riovfly, what 'ris thou doft moſt value and 
prize ; if thou haſt low Thoughts of God 
here and hereafter, in Compariſon of a 
worldly Felicity : Don't give thy ſelf any 
reſt, ri!] by due Cenfideration, thou haſt 
raited chy Thoughts into the higheſt eſteem 
of ic: As the only Felicity of thy Soul, and 
the greateſt Comfort again(t che Miſeries 
and Sorrows of this preſent dying Lite L if 

thou 
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thou once ſettle upon this, then thy Heart 
will certainly be with God, Mat. 6. 21. 
and thy Life and Converſation will alio be 
a living to him, thy walking will not be a 
walking with the Men of the World, but 
a walking with God; 1 7obn 1.3. but if 
the World be higheſt in thy Heart, thou 
wilt be falſe tro God, and do wickedly to 
ſerve this Maſter : Thou canſt not ſerve God 
and Mammon, Mart, 6, 28. 


3: Hence we learn, to make it the grear 
buſineſs of our Lives, to beat down the ftn- 
ful and inordinate Love of the World, and 
build up our Souls in the Love of God. 

But what ſhall] we do, that we may ef- 
feftually perform this great Work ? *cis ea- 
ſily talk'd of, bur not ſfoeafily done there- 
fore we had rced be well adviſed about it : 
And there are two things eſpecially, which 
we ſhould mot carcfuljy confider and pra- 
iſe, for our help in this great Work, 


1. We ſhould live by Faith, and confi- 
der what our Hopes are of heavenly Blet- 
fings in the other World, 


2. We ſhould ſtady the World well in 
ics Vanity and Inſufficiency for our Souls 
Happineſs, and the many Snates, Fears, 
and Dangers, to which it doth cxpoſe 


them, A - 
r. We 


Df Loving the TWozld. —&5 


1. We ſhould live by Faith, and confi” 
der what our Hopes are of heavenly Bleſ- 
ſings in the other World ? The more we 
ſe theſe Bleffings, the more out AﬀeCticns 
will be mortified to this preſent World; 
as Adult Perſons that have taſted the de- 
- lights of Manhood, are greatly morcified 
to childiſh Vanities : *Tis net to be denied, 
that to the moſt of People, this World 1s 
all, as if they were made for nothing, but 
This ; and why are they ſ@ fond of it, they 
fee nothing better ; and whilſt *cis chus, 
their worldly Delights and Enjoytnents 
muſt necds be beft of all; the heavenly 
 Countrey being t:rre incognita, they don'c 
- mind ir, nor defire it , but their Aﬀe&tions 
:are wholly taken up with things below, 
And what Remedy for this dangerous and 
. doleful Malady, none at all, but a Life of 
Faith; therefore with all thy geiting get 
Faith, be ſure thou ger ir, elſe thon art un- 
_ done; Heaven is fo place for Unbelievers, 
the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brint- 
. ſtone 2s prepared for them, Rev. 21. 8. and if 
thou haſt Faith, open thine Eye of Faith ; 
don't make it a blind Eye, buc open it I 
{ay, and behold with diligent Confiderati- 
. on the great things which the Lord hath 
prepared for thee in the heavenly Manſi- 
ons; and when thou haſt well viewed them, 
' thou wilt look upon all worldly Comforts, 

E though: 
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though very uleful in their Places, as ve- 
ry mean ay comtemptible in Compariſon 
of them... * Lis. trangeaels re the: things a- 
bove, that PRE: en ſuch Heathenith ]- 
_ dolizess of the. things belaw'z if thou live 
by Senſe, as 4hov. haſt, @orthiag, but the 
World mm t ine; Eye; ſo thei wilt bave 
nothing, but-chat in thy Heares bur if 
thou live by Faith, and look at'the chiogs 
chat are not ſeen ;, then thy Heart will bc 
. no more where 4t has bee, as it has been ; 
but *rwill be,maſtly there. where thy chirf 
Treaſure 15,, and there 4sgothing which 
' thou wiltyatue, defirey and feek ſo awch 
as.this; eyery:one tar chat. nhoſt, wiveh 
ſeems beſt; and will leave. aliy 'rather: then 
looſe that: W.hatare Fafehings, or Goun- 
ers, to. precious Jewels, ;. co: them thar 
. know the. worth. of them 2 96d what are 
the perifhing: Comforis of this . prefenc 
World, tothe great, glyricin and eternb! 
Ev joyments of the othes, Work, -to rhote 
that know-thcm? Nathing.,f@ :dear-;to'a 
Man as his choitelt and moſt:peeuliar T'tea- 
ſure $3 The Stars are hot ſeen 4n the pre- 
{ence of the ſhining Sun, (6 Jittle things arc 
{orgotten,-or [itle hetidtd-in the :prefence 
of thoſe thatare.iraly great and; glorious. 
:..Tis. rue, the Apoitte':lays, : That uhe 
things which. God. hath prepared: for them. that 
love him, are fuck, &s neuther. Eye hath feen nor 
Far beard, newther :-xdve: eutred 4nio: Ohe — | 
| 0 
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of Man, 1 Cor-'2. 9. but thefe Words on- 
ly fignifie, that we cachot now fully com- 
prehend theſe things, for very much of a 
Life of Glory is hi4 pith Chriſt in God, Col. 
3. 3: And it doth net appear, yet what we ſhall 

e, 1 John 3. 2. However, ſomething we 
may know of them, and cnough to 'win 
our Hearts to the prizing and loving of 
them above all things in the World, and 
deaden our AﬀeQions ro eyety thing that 
ſtands in” Competition with them; rhe 
World can do nothing for vs beyond this 
Life, neither 'ean it-ſave. any of vs'from 
Death; but blefled be God for his Infinite 
Merey, he hath given us a Promiſe atter 
this Lite of ati Erernal Life in the heaven- 
Iy Manſions, ark 10. 30. But he ſhall re- 
ceive* att hundred fold, now in this Time,' and 
in the World to come Eternal Life, John to. 
28. And I give unts them Ftetnal Life, ant 
they ſhall never periſh, Rom» 2. 6. Who will 
render to every Man, according 10 his Deeds- 
7. To them, why by patient contmnance, 'in well 
doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour; #1d Immor- 
tality,” Eternal Life. Titus 1,2. In Hope of 
Eternal Life, which God that canriot lie, promi- 
ſed before the tWorld began: '1 Joha 2.25. 
And this #8 the Promiſe, that hz hath promiſed 
us even Eterna! Life, x John 5. 11. Ard 
this 13 the Record, that God hath given to us 
Eternal Life, antl this Life 1511 his Son. 
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Is this true, that. when we die we have 
w_ to live again, not for a few Years 
only, but as long as Eternity endures ? this 
is good News indeed, who would not hve 
and live for. ever? well may the DoQrine 
of Chriſt be called the Goſpel, that is, glad- 
tydings, or good news, which, brings us 
this News: We all ſay that Life is fweet, 
and what Life ſo ſweet as Life Eternal, but 
then there muſt be ſomething to ſweeten 
it: What kind of Life is this nal Life ? 
What arc the Enjoy ments and Pleaſures of 
it, for there may be Eternal Life in Eter- 
nal Miſery, and what Comfort is that > 
. Is this that which thou doſt long for, 
wouldſt thou ſee what kind of Life this E- 
cernal Life is in the glorious . Enjoyments 
of it? Read carefully thoſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which deſcribe it in very plain and 
intelligible Expreſſions; and thou mayſt 
ſee enough to aſlure thee, that 'tis a Life of 
Blefſedneſs, and that a goodly Heritage is 
Prepared for thee; is reſt a ſweer Word, 
and will thar pleaſe, thou ſhalt have ir ful- 
Iy and pcrfely an Everlaſting Reſt, from 
all evil of Sin and Miſery whatſoever? be 
patient and couragious in an evil and yex- 
atious World, Hope and hold our to the 


end, *twill be better hereafter ; whilſt all | 


are complaining and whining on Earth, 
and the damned are roaring in Hell, thou 
ſhalt be at reſt, Heb, 4. 1, 9. art thou ab- 


ſent | 
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ſent from the Lord, in this Dungeon of 
darkneſs, 2 Cor. 5- 6+ ſhouldſt thou nor re- 
Joyce in this, that ſhortly thou ſhale be tor 
ever with him, 1 Theſ. 4. 17- who is the 
Father of Lights, James 1. 17. in h's pre: 
ſence-Chamber of Light, Col. 1- 12. 1 Tim. 
Ge 16. Rev. 28, 23. att thou in love with 
good Company, what a Pleaſure will it be 
to live inthe neareſt Union with the King 
of Kings, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
glorious Angels, and gloritied Saints, . wich 
an unſpeakable mutual Delight ? does nor 
che Thought of it make thy Heart leap for 
Joy, why ſhouldſt thou grieye to part with 
good Neighbours, dear Friends, and Re- 
lations for ſuch Socicty, as this? wall it 
not be an Eternal Feaſt ro ſpend Erernity 
10 it? Heb. 2. 22, 23, 24. Again, will it be 
no ſmall advancement of thy Felicity, to 
ſee thy dull Soul, and thy vile Body glori- 
ouſly transform'd in the Natures of them ; 
and fitted to a Divine State in the World of 
Spirits? Then think what a Joy 'twill be thar 
thy Soul which cannot now ſce God, 1 Tim. 
6. 16. ſhall be ſocnlarged in its Capacities 
and Powers, - as that it ſhall be enabled to: 
ſee him as he is, Mat. 5. 2. Heb. 12-14. 
I. Zebn 3.2. and that though thy Body ſhall 
not ceaſe to be a Body, yet it ſhall not be 
ſuch a Body, as now 'ris in its groſs flcſhly 
Eſftate{ 1 Cor. 15. 50. Burt chang'd' into a 
likeneſs to the glorious Body of Chrift, 

ale E 3 Phil. 
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Phil. 3. 33. being raiſed a glorious incor- 
ruptible, powerful, and ſpiritual Body, 
I Cor. 15-41, 42, 43, 44, 49+ Furthermore, 
art thou apt to-be rtraniported with adnyi- 
rable fights ? Whar an cxtatie of Joy will 
it be, to be always ſeeing the Face of God? 
1 Cor, 13.12. Rev. 22.4. and haye by im- 
mediate Viſion and Intuition, a clear and 
full Knowledge of all thoſe Counſels and 
Myferies of -Divine Wiſdom, corained 
io his Word or Works, or Mind alone, 
which arc ſufficient unto perfect Happi- 
neſs: What arc. all the pleaſant Sights or 
Conemplations here on Earth to this 
wondertul and beatifical fightin Heaven 2 
Beſides, doſt thou look upon Love, Unuy 
and Concord, as moſt lovely and deleQa- 
bie? What aſweet Repolc and SatisfaQti- 
on of Mind will it be, to live in a perfet 
likeneſs unto God, tro have only one Will 
wich him, and be one Spirit with hin, in 


all 1mitable Perfections 2? I Fobn 3, 2, Mat. | | 


6.10 1 Cor. 6, 17. to be at Unity within 
thy ſelf, without-gny croſs Motions in thine 
own Nature, and live in rerte& Love and 
Peace with. all the heavenly Inbabitants: 


 whocan tell, what Muſick ſuch a Harmo- 


ny as this wili make ? though there. be but 


litcle Love here on Earth, there .will be 


nothing but Love, in Heayen,. 1 Cor. 13. 
vB, bs; Laſtly, to lay all at pnce, would(t 


thoy bave full Delight and Conten: ment to 


ſatiate 
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fatiate thy -preſent diffatisfied Appetite? 
thou ſhalt have God. to be. all 1n'al}, ' z Coz; 
15. 28.-in thee, and: all thy|Fellow-Sainrs, 
God wilt he all teal intenys: ang,porpoſes; 
an: All fufhicjent; Gang, to:mekenhee Happy 
without, and {inſtead of, ad infinitely a- 
bove all preſent means of -HappineG6, He 
that by his Word, did opt:of his Infinite 
Goodneſs make a glorious World. of Crea- 
tures, can by the fame Ward raake it . all 
things withopt. the World, defireable, ne= 
ceſlary and ſufficient to perfeft Happineb. 
Muſt thou- have all or na Contentment ? 
The Creatures A}l eannot ſatisfie rice ; more 
than God's All thou canſt not baye, for 
beyond him is nothing ; then Comfort thy 
Cf with this, that in the full Enjoyment of 
God thou ſhalt bave full Contentment, for 
he will be all to thee, all without Partner= 
ſhip, all without Defe& , all immediately 
without any ſubſervient means, all-that thou 
art capable of, or: canſt defire ;- and 1f this 
w1li not content thee, what:,wmll % * © 

Theſe are the Bleſſings contain'd 1n that 
Eternal Life, which the Lord hath prepa- 
red for them that love him.” - Thus far the 
Scriptures haye revealed them to ns ; and 
why are they revealed, byt that we may 
know the things: for-which we are Chriſti- 
ans, and what 4a. Comfortable, Honourable 
and Gainful Life it is aboye any: other, to be 
ſuch indeed! and whoever than art | that 
: WE readeſt 
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readeſt, I do moſt earneſtly charge thee 
moſt ſerjouſly: to couſider them, and keep 
them muchin thy Eye, that thou maiſt be 
encouraged, ſtrengthned and comforted 1n 
thy holy Profeſſion , by the bleſſed End 
_ of it, arid be able to rejoice in it, both in 
Life and Death : How canſt thou receive 
the report, and not cry out, the lines are fal- 
Jen to me in a pleaſant place; they are rich and 
bappy indeed, who are the Heirs of God, Rom. 
8. 17. Oh the Infinite Mercy of God which 
hath provided ſuch a Heritage for them 
Oh what a bleſſed Life of Eaſe, Admiration, 
Love , God-likeneſs, Praiſes, holy 'Tri- 
umphs, and raviſhing Joys, ſhall they live, 
who ſhall be as the Angels of God in Heaven, 
Aat. 22. 30. dwelling in God, living vpolt 
him, and to him, and convetſing with him 
for evermore ! Live by Faith, in frequent, 
ſerious and believing Thoughts of theſe 
things, and this will make thy Life holy and 
comfortable, and bring thee to Happineſs in 
the other World ; this will be the great 
power of God fot the mortifying of inordi- 
nate AﬀeCtion to the World, and its ſinfnl 
Vanities, by which thy Soul is moſt endan- 
ger'd, by this means thou wilt be enabled to 
ſet thy Heart on the things above, and thou 
wilt alſo he inſpired with a Divine Spirit and 
Power, to walk in all the ways of Godlineſs 


which lead thereunto', and the force and 


power of Temptations from the World will 
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be exceedingly broken; thou wilt: not over- 
value and over-love the little things of it, 
as thou haſt done, but in a time of Tempta- 
tion they'll be next to nothing, in the pre- 
ſence of the greateſt and moſt glorious things, 
they'll ſcarce have any room in thy Heart. 
What ! ſet his Heart upon a poor Cottage, 
or Tenement, or the like ſmall Enjoyment, 


who has fure hopes: of a Kingdom near ar 
hand. 


2. We ſhould ſtudy the World well in 
its Vanity and Inſufficiency, for our Souls 
Happineſs, and the many Snares, Fears and 
Dangers to which it doth expoſe them « For 
this end, conſider ſeriouſly what the World 


is, according to theſe following Charatters 
of it, which really belong toit. 


1. *Tisan empty World, not only where 


” v 
Y 
pl 


there is but little of it, but in its greateſt ' 


fulneſs, as enjoyed by the Princes-and Nobles 
of the Earth, *tis many times an empty 
World to the Body : How often does it 


make a ſhew of many Carnal Delights, when 


they are no more than ſo many pretty Bub- * 


bles, ſomething in ſhew, but nothing in ſub- 
ſtance ? How many are its Diſappointments 
and Croſſes, which ſadly defeat our Expe- 
ations? What can it do for us to ſupply 
many bodily wants, as to repair the loſs of a 
Senſe, or Tooth, or Finger, or the Hair of 
a bald Head ? And what a miſerable Com- 


forter 
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forter, is.-jt-to us in. our greatelt Diftrefſes ? 


_ Whatcanitdo to fave'us from rhe preſence 


and power of Mortal Diſeaſes, and from the 


Terrouxs:of: Death and: the Grave ? bot ftis 


much mare empty to the Soul, that cries out, * 


Give me, Saving Knowledge , and Perfe 
Knowledge ;. take away from me my -old 


wicked Nature, and give me a new Natnre,: 
the Very Image of God 5s Divine Nature q 


give me Pardon of Sin, Aſſurance of God's 
Love, Peace of Conſcience, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; - give me Everlaſting Reft from 
all Evils whatſoever, a full and final Vitory 
over ſinful Lufts and Corruptions, and over 
all Enemies, full Delight, and 'Contentment, 
and Immortality in Immortal Felicity ; give 
meall theſe, or I am undone : But what ſays 
the W orld to this Cry of the Soul, that cries 
out too but uncomfortably, theſe things are 
not in me, I have ſomething for the Body, 
as Food, Raiment, Phyſick, Houſing, Lodg- 
ing, and:the like ; but as for theſe things, 
they are not to be had from me: God made 
thee for bim{elf, and he alone can ſatisfie 
thy Deſires with all theſe-Spiritual Bleflings, 
and to him alone thou muſt go for them ; 
the beſt that 1 can do for'thee, is this, if 
thou let outthy Heart greedily upon me, I'll 
quickly ſhew thee thy Error, PH ſo fruſtrate 
thy Hopes, ſo croſs thee, and vex thee, and 
ſo convince thee of my emptineſs, as that if 
thou wilt conſider, I'll make thee to ſee that 1 
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am not-a Portion, big. enongh. ior. thee,- and 
drive thee home to Nod thy firſt "ox ear 
thy Reſting-place, the. only Portion. of thy 
Cup and Inheritance for evermore ; and if 
my emptineſs may ſend thee home to God?s 
Infinite fulneſs, whar-greater Courtefie can-] 
do for thee ? | OR 


2, 'Tis a tranſitory World ; but you” 
ſay, who knows not that ? What need to 
mention it ? *Tis true, this is no News toa + 
ny, but yet the ſerious Conſideration of it, js 
highly neceſſary, agd-is it not alſo neceſſary, 
that ſuch a great Duty, ſo ſhamefully neg- 
lefted , ſhould be frequently inculcated ? 
Therefore by way of Remembrance, I ſay to 
thee, whatever thy pleaſing Enjoyments are, 
don't ſet thine Eyes, nor: thy Heart upon 
them, they are all as the Flowers of the Field, 
vaniſhing and tading, they'll quickly paſs a+ 
way , and no Man knows how ſoon ; this 
World is no place to live in, -as if a Man 
ſhould never be moved to do the Pleaſures 
of Sin, captivate thy Aﬀections :. They are 
but for a Seaſon, a very ſhort one, they va- 
niſh like Lightning, eb. 11. 25, 'Haſt thou 
the Favour of Men? don't depend too much 
on that, for Favour is deceittul. Haſt thou 
Beauty or Comelineſs? don't be proud of 
that, for Beguty is vain, Prov. 34. 30. Haſt 
thou Riches? don't make a God of them, 

| there's 
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there's no truſting ſuch a God, for Riches are 
uncertain, 1 Tim. 6. 179, They are wing- 
ed Creatures; rather than want Wings, 
they'll make themſelves wings, and flee away, 
as an Eagle towards Heaven, Prov. 23. 5. 
Look which way we will, all Enjoymentsare 
Tranſitory, the whole World is ſick of a 
Conſumption, all preſent things are conſu- - 
ming away ; after a while *tw1ll be {aid of 
them, they are not; and in an ordinary 
way, one Hundred Years will put an end to 
the whole World of People now alive ; and 
when they periſh, all their worldly De- 
lights periſh with them : But what Changes 
may happen to them whilſt they are here, 
who can tell ? only we are ſure they ſhall 
have enough of them. The Apoſtle's words 
will be ſtill verifted by Univerſal Experience, 
1 Fobn 2. 17. The World paſſeth away, and 
the luſt thereof, and whilſt *tis with us, the 
faſhion of it paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 31 tis 
often changing Faces and Forms ; and who is 
there that has lived a while in the World, 
that's ignorant of all theſe things ? But 
where's the Conſideration of them ? What a 
help would it be to the mortifying of world- 
ly Aﬀedtions, if the deep Conſideration 
were as Common as the clear Knowledge of 
them ? This would not ſuffer People to be 
wedded to the World, but would give their 
inordinate AﬀeRtion a Bill of Divorce from 


It. 
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\ 3. *Tisa thieviſh World : I don't mean 
that the Men of the World are all Thieves, 
though perhaps there may be ten times more 
Thieves in the World than the moſt do iuna- 
Line : There*s a multitude of Thieves every 
where , beſides thoſe that take away their 
Neighbours Goods by Violence, and many 
may paſs for Honeſt before Men, who by 
reaſon of their Diſhoneſt Gain , are very 
great Thieves before God, and without Re- 

entance will at laſt be Condemn*d as ſuch 

ut my meaning is, the Enjoyments of the 
World are fo thieviſh , as that they wall 
ſteal away our Hearts from God, they have 
done it already, and ſtill will doit yet more, 
if we don't look well: to our ſelves. Haſt 
thou a Husband, a Wite, a Child, a Houſe; 
an Eſtate, Money., Corn , Cattel, Graſs, 
Hay,. and the like ? Is thy Fare, Raiment, 
and Company. of the better ſort ? And are 
theſe thy Delight ? Beware of them as a pack 
of Thieves : If thou art not upon thy {tri 
Guard, every one of theſe will play the 
Thief with thee, and. ſteal away thy Heart 
from God : Does not the thought of it make 
thee ſtartle ? Oh how watchful ſhouldſt thon 
be over thy Heart, to ſecure it againſt theſe 
Thieves? Doſt thou fear Thieves - that 
threaten. to take away thy worldly Eſtate 
how mych more- ſhouldſt thou fear theſe 
T hieyes which are ſo dangerous to Lay oor ? 
on 
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Should thy Heart be ſtolen away from God, 
then God 1s lbſt : Ahd' he that loſeth God, 
loſeth himſelf: And he that loſeth himſelf, 
loſeth all : How paſſionately ſhovld we then 
fear the Chief Thief , the Ring-leading 
Thief,” the Thief of Thieves, the inordi- 
nate and -over= ruling love of the World, 
which / ſteals -away our Hearts from God, 
and conſequently Robs' us of the chiefeſf 
good, and makes vs infinitely more miſera- 
ble than any other Thieves 'can make us. 


' 4. Tis-4 perfidious World ; our vain - 
Thoughts: and Imaginations,” our corrupt 
Aﬀections and carnal Confidences, do even- 
tally make ir ſuch : Thus *tis a Shop of falſe 
Faces, which Cheats all that ' comes into! it, © 
one thing'in ſhew, another in ſubſtance, fair 
in it promiſes, bur falſe-in its performances. 
*Tis getterally worſe'tn hand than in hope 
in fruition © than expeRtation. Tis much | 
like ſome great Houſes, which make a bet= 
ter ſhew'at' a diſtance than near at, hand. 
There's a deceitfulneſs in Riches, as our Sa- 
vioue ſpeaks, Mat. 13. 22. The. ſame may 
be ſaid of the Honours and Pleafures of the 
World; they are many ways deceitfot, and 
dor'*t atifwer expeation : How often does 
the World promiſe Gain, but bring Lofs, 
promiſe Honour, but end in Shame, promiſe 
Pleaſure, bnt give Pain and Sorrow of Heift? 
And Oh how extreamly falſe is the World 
to 
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to: _ Souls ifi'n ſpecial mannter, "hilt it 
s''thetn 45 .F60ls, to the Corredic 
very Stocks, ancd--4s Beaſts to the Slaughter, 
enſnaring them in Sin by its ſtrotig Deluſi- / 
ons, to their utter undoing. Oh. what 
Folly: is it t5 truſt" bur Hearts 'with" the 
World, ſucti*a tangerons Dereiver,' which 
-unleſs we watthfo) y oppoſe him,. will footh 
us'u with mhedr Dreams and «Helofions all 
IK we ſhall be: meer Tenfleſs Sots and 
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ay tree 5 af Toa 7 Haprin oy ATW = 
Tofrticht 6f God, atid the way co it. by Jeſus 
OM, reſted on for Eternal Life, as'o 
ed th) 4 inthe Gofpl. But w& ſhall 11 do as 
'the Rich Man'in the Parable, who veer 
lovksup tilt he ooks Hell in the t Face, 
found Himſelf: in the place of Torrent, for 
x6. 23, Rettrember that the World.is a molt 
erhicious Dectiver, and. if thon haſt any 
ove to thy Shut; deware of its gebruftive 
Baits and Cheiits, Rand reſoly: give 
"Gt thy Heart, doh't Rob him of hi « Right; 
ond whatever ty Tempratiotis . be, don*t 
ci thy Heart to Covetouſneſs,. lelt that 
e thee to theDevil, and leſt all covet al 
;be thy dvteful Motto, written over thy 
Bug: in the end of thy Days : "little do we 


know 
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know how. bitterly many have bewail*d the 
Worlds deceiving of them, wheh too late ; 
take heed, I ſay againgtake heed their Caſe 
beenft thine. Hoes 


$. Tis. an Idolatrons World; I dont 
mean, that it a@s as an Idolater, for that 
ca't. be but objeQtively, and by way of 
Temptation, it makes Men Idslaters by. its 
various Allurements, it draws Men to the 
Idolizing of it ſelf; and ſo makes them Ido- 
laters. VVhy doth it ſteal away our Hearts 
from God, but to have them for it ſelf, to 
own it, embrace it, and adore it as an . Ido], 
uſurping and taking to. it ſelf that Divine 
Honour which is due only to. the moſt High 
God ? Take heed of Covetouſneſs both in E 
Afﬀection and Converſation, for every world. | 
ling or cotietous Perſon 15s an  Idolater, Eph. 5.5. 
And what a condition is ſuch a Man in? 
How can he take Delight in what he has, ſee— 
ing the Lord abhors him in a ſpecial manner, 
Pſal. 10. 3. The wicked boaſteth of his Hearts 
deſire, be bleſſeth the covetous Man whom the 
Lord abborreth, Pray conſider ſeriouſly thefe | 
ſayings ' of the Apoſtle and Pſalmiſt, and ” 
don't think that all is well, becauſe thou b 
 doſt not live in ſome of the groſs Scandals of 

the world , as Swearing, Curſing, Lying, 
filthy Communication, Drunkenneſs,. .In- | n 
juſtice, Whoredom, Oppreſlion, or the like, is 

t art a Civilized workdling ; thou aſt 
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be free from all theſe Vices, and yet thy 
Caſe may be bad enough, whilſt thou liveſt 
in the Sin of Covetouſneſs, and art. a Lover 
of the World more than a Lover of God, 
thou wilt ever and anon make God and Con- 
ſcience ſtand by , that the\ world may be 
firſt obſerved, and wickedly ſerved ; thou 
wilt ſhamefully negle@ Religions Duties, and 
live in ungodly. practices to ſerve this God, 
and the Lord looks upon thee as a perfidious 
Traytor, juſtling him out of his Throne, 
and as an Heathenifh Idolater, worſhipping 
a falſe Deity in his room. Search diligently 
whether-chis be.thy Caſe, ifit be, don't make 
light of it, but be humbled. and reform im 
mediately, for this is ſuch an offence againſt 

' God, as ſhould teach all to tremble ar it : 
For he exprelly. ſays, that no 7dolaters ſhall 
Inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. 
Thus we ſee what they do, who ſuffer the 
world to ſhut God out of their Heart, they 
ſhut themſelves at laſt out of his King- 
an: | | 


. 6. *Tisa Vexatious and Pernicious world. 
"Tis a Vexatious world ; what a tormenting 
vexation is it, to endure the hardſhips of a 
very poor and mean Eſtate, and where there 
is much of the world ? who can ſay there*s 
no- vexation, with.ic ? Too comtmonly the 
more of the world, the more vexation : 
tTis alſo a pernicious world ; the love of Mo- 
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ney is the root of all evi], 2 Tim, 6. Io. AMeo- 
ney, We know, as Sv10-1:08 ſays, anſwers all 
things, Eccleſ..10, 19, So that. the love of 
Money here, a part being put "a the whole, 

may very well hgnifie, that tlie inordinare 
love of the world .in general, is the root of 
all evil, of all the evil of Sin, and of all the 
evil of Puniſhment, both here and. hereafter. 

All the evils of Sin and Miſery begin in apre- 
dominant. love of-the world ; by this they 
are continued, and by this they are finifhed ; 

why are Men puniſhed, but for their Tranſ- 


greſſions, Pal. 107. 17. Fools becauſe of their 


7 ranſpreſſ} 1045, od becauſe of their Iniquities, 
are affiifted. "And what is it that makes Men 


Tranſgreſſors, is it-not the world 7 A Man 


never does any wicked thing, but he doth 


lnordinately and exorbitantly prefer ſome- 


thing or other of. the world before God ; 


well might the Apoſtle ſay, 1 Cor.” 7. 5r- 


And they that uſe this world, as not abuſing it © 


for *tis the world. abuſed or miſuſed rhar 6? 


the great deſtroyer of Mankind. ' May not 
Malefa&ors cry out, *tis the world , the 
world that hath br ought u3 to the Gallows ? 


And may not many. Scandalous Profelfars of. 
Religion cry out, 'tis the World. rhar hath. 


broughtus too \en Sin and. Shame, and made” 
13.4..common Sfiance £ ? And "whence: ate” 
the common Miſerieg of. Mn but. fron an. 
it-ſought. or. ill-got, .or idolized; Or. , 
and: miſuſed World. 7 but. ta: let. ' this pal 
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look a little into the bottomleſs Pit, how is 
It there ? Have we not jult cauſe to think; 
that this is the common and great Qutery of 
the Damned, Curſed. be the Day. that we 
forſcok God to ſeek and ſerve the Wotld, 
as we have done ; what Tongue can tell how 
great our. Miſeries are, and what we ſuffer 
for our wicked: worldlineſs ? *T was this that 
kept us from waiting at the Gates of Wiſ- 
dom for the Knowledge of God, that made 
us ſuch Heatheniſh Sabbath- breakers, and 
Deſpiſers of God's Ordinances ;- *twas that 
that made us ſuch deſperate Enemies to the 
{tricneſs of Religion , ſo Licencious and 
Senſual in our Converſations, ſo Mad upon 
the ways of Sin, and the: pleaſing of our 
Luſts, Fwas this that made us break out 
many times againſt Conſcience, into many 
Notorious and Horrid Crimes, to our great 
ſhame before God and Man, and *twas this 
that made ns ſuch vile Contemners of the 
creat God, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Goſpel], and to live and die in Impeni- 
tency, and would-not ſnffer us to think of 
ſeeking Heaven- till we were ſinking down 
- to Hell, [this is:that- very thing which hath 
been our 'Ruin-and Perdition, which hatly 
brought, us to this doleful place of Torment, 
and for which we muſt burnin it ro. all E» 
ternitys WiHl-hot theſe beitheir Larmenta-: 
tions 2 Who can think otherwiſe, that ſhajl 
ſeriouſly conſider what . a- Hel of Torment; 
ps T8 : Judas 
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Judas was in hereupon Earth, becauſe for a 
little Money he had Betrayed Innocent 
Blood ? For what was this but an ominous 
foretaſte of a much worſe Hell to come 
which hanging of himſelf might haſten, but 
could not prevent? Mat. 27.4, 5. Oh how 
far ſhould we be from an over-loving and 
over-ſeeking the World, which at the long- 
run will be ſo unkind, as to Damn us for 
It. 


Eet Chriſtians wiſely conſider what their 
Heavenly Hope 1s, in the ſeveral Branches 
ori\Contents of it, and live in frequent be- 
Heving Thoughts of them, and withal add 
hereunto , ſerious Meditation upon the 
World's Vanity and Inſufficiency for the 
Soul's Happineſs, according to the Chara- 
&ers given of it : Thus this Method by 
'God's ſpecial Grace may be an effe&ual means 
of beating down an inordinate love of the 
World, ard bvilding their Souls up in the 
love of Ged-; and if this may be in any the 
effeR of whatihath been here ſaid, all praiſe 
and glory to the Name of the Lord. 

..44 This may ſerve;for'the Reproof of thoſe 
who. are wholly or mainly for this World, 
andare Lovers of that more than Lovers of 
God.: If they muſt have a God, they*ll'make 
the:World their - God, rather than know 
did acknowledge the God' of this World' as 
their: only [Portion of Happineſs,” If they 
L By kn may 
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may preſerve this preſent Life, and make it 
comfortable by a plentiful Enjoyment of this 


World's Goods, they care for no more, let 


who will ſeek that Happineſs which conliſt-- 
eth in the Enjoyment of God, they regard it 
not, the Life which they live, 1s only a liv- 
ing to the World, and upon it there*s all 
their Deſire, and all their Delight, there 
are all their Thoughts, and all their Cares, 


all their Comforr, and all their Happineſs, 


and of that is all their talk Day and Night, 
they are never weary of it, they are really 
terre fits, Men of this Worla, that's the 
end of Life into which all the Streams of 
their Endeavours run ; they are very little 
concern'd for Religion, what they do ia it 
is only ſomewhat by the by, a little for Fa- 
ſhion ſake , fris only an underling to the 
world , and in all occaftons muit take its 
meaſures from that, and put on ſuch ſhapes 


and ſhews as are moſt ſerviceable toa world- 


ly Intereſt, theſe are the Perſons to which 1 
am ſpeaking, not to thoſe who' only” uſe a 
neceſſary and dutiful Care abvut the world; 
and therein labour to walk” with,God, and 
live to the Honour and Enjoyme of Him 
as the laſt end of all. And if you would 
ſee the Vanity, Folly , weakneſs, wicked-- 
neſs and wretchedneſs of their way , *and 
what ſharp Reproofs they deſerve, pray con- 
ſider theſe following Particulars. PR. 022) 
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1. Wo be unto thoſe who have all their 
Conſolation here : Have they worldly Rich- 
es, and a falneſs of bodily Comforts,. but no 


Saving Knowledge, Faith, and: change of -. ; 


their wicked Natures -into the Divine Na- 
ture of God, no Intereſt in Chrift,. no Hope 
towards God, no Witneſs, Scal and Earneſt 
of the Spirit, aſſuring them of a better -and 
Heavenly Country when they muſt leave 
this > What will theſe Men do, when they 
ſhall loſe both Worlds at once, all -preſeat 
Enjoyments in this World, and all hopes of 
Heavenly Bleſſings in the other World, and 
have not the leaſt Crumb *of Conſolation 
left them to lire upon, but all's loſt, and 
they ſhall no more taſte any thing of it, ei- 
ther upon Earth, or in Heaven, whilſt E- 
ternity endures : How dark and dead ſoever 
they may be whilſt they are here, the time 
will ſhortly come when their Eyes will be 
open, and their Conſciences alive in the 0- 
ther world : And Oh how will it cot them, 
when” They ſhall fee what they once were, 
and” had, and might -have done, for their 
endleſs welfare ! But all former Comforts 
and future Hopes are now quite - gone, *and 
they are utterly undone, and ſhall 'nevef, 
never, .uever fee good Day more : But this 
is not all, nor the worſt, what will they _ 
do when their Conſolation 1s. turned into 
Conſternaticon, Confuſion and Condemaati- 
£0 on 3 
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on ; when their Conſciences ſhall tell over 
the Story of their Lives paſt, and make them 
remember with great Bitterneſs of Spirit, 
how they did forget God, mind only earth- 
ly things and finful vanities, and how ſhame- 
tully they offended God and the world, a- 
buſed the Creatures, and abuſed themſelves, 
and ſinned 2gainſt their own Souls for the: 
ſinful Gain of the world, and the ®plcaſing 
of their Luſts, and how they have finned a- 
way the moft precious means of Grace, de- 
{piling Counſels, Warnings and Perſwaſi- 
ons, and reſiſting God's Word and Spirir 
to their Perdition ? And who can tell how 
theſe Pains and Torments of Conſcience will 
be aggravared beyond Words and T hovghts, 
when at the fame time the wrath of God 
foall be as Oyl to the Flame, falling upon 
them to the uttermoſt. How cin any Man 
that has Faith, and the Fear of G2d, hear of 
theſe things, and content h:mfelt with the 
Life of a fneer worldling ? Will it not be a 
{ſad word, when God ſhall fay to ſuch a 
one, thou haſt received thy Conlolation, 
and haſt no part in me, but-in my Wrath 
and Vengeance, for deſpiling the bleſſed En- 
joyment of me, Luke 6. 24. Wo unto-you that 
'are Fich , that 1s, are only Rich 1n'this 
worlds Goods, and are fot Rich towards 
Ged, in the Graces and Comforts of a Spi- 
ritval Life, for ye have received your Con- 
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2.A1l the Benefits of a Man*s worldly Cares 


and Labours, will never make him amends 
for the loſing of his Soul to gain the world, 
they may be Stings to torment him, as was 
noted, but now their Joy may be turn*d in- 
to. Sorrow, their Pleaſure into Pain : But 
what amends c2n they make him for the Loſs 
of his Soul : They can*t fave Bodies from 
Death, Prov. I1. 4. Riches profit not im the 
day of wrath : VV hat then can they do to 
fave Sculs from Death 2 They may condemn 
and terrifie them, but what can they do to 
comfort them * Job 275. 8 What is the hope 
of the Hypocrite, though he hath gained, when 
God taketh away his Soul ? ©T'will be utterly 
in vain for ſuch a one to ſay to his ſinful 
Gain, ariſe and fave me: Tis a very bad 
Bargain for a Man to loſe his Soul to gain 
the whole world, at. 26. 20. VVhat a 
woful Market then do they make, -who ſell 
their Souls for a very few Minute Crumbs of 
it ? Art thou tempted to make the world 
a God, and to ſerve him wickedly ? Say to 
thy ſelf, what ſhall I foot away the Birth- 
right of my Divine and Heaven-born Spirit, 
my Immortal Soul made for the Enjoyment 
of God. and more worth than a world. for 
a very ſmall deſpicable Morſel of periſhing 
'Meart, 111 never doit. IfIl remember Judas 
_ as long as I live? And take heed that an a- 
buſed and ill-got world, dont at laſt ſay to 
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my deſpairing and complaining Soul, as. the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders did to him, at. 
27. 4. What's that to me ? ſee thou to that. 


3. They that live unto the Fleſh and the 
VVorld, are no better in the Comforts of 
their Lives, than the Beaſts that periſh. 
Don't ſay this is a hard faying, for thus *tis 
beyond Diſpute. Have the Beaſts no part 
in Spiritual and Heavenly Bleſſings, no Sp1- 
ritual Grace in their Hearts, no Enjoyment 

of God, no Intereſt in Chriſt , no Seal, 
VVirneſs and Earneſt of the Spirit, no Hope 
of Heavenly Glory, neither have they. A- 
gain, don*t the Beaſts partake of their En- 
joyments, as Meat , Drink, Cloathing, , 
Houſing, Lodging, Eaſe and Pleaſure, and 
the Delights of their Senſes, though not in 
the ſame manner, degree and meaſure, yet - 
in the ſame kind ? Have they not all of chem 
their Conſolation only here in Carnal and 
Earthly Things? Are they not alike Stran- 
gers to the Graces and Comforts of a Spiri- 
tual Life, ſavouring of nothing but brutiſh 
Delights and Pleafvres? Is it a Comfort to 
be free from Fear, Pain and Sorrow ? Have 
not the Beaſts the greateſt ſhare of this3 
VVhat a Hell of Pain do many carry about 
in their Hearts, occaſion*d by worldly Care 
Fear, VVrath and Sorrow, which the poor 
Beaſts are not ſenſible of > *Tis true, fs a 
great priviledge and honour, to be a mY | 
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nal Uaderitavding Creature, but yet all 
thoſe Men who contradi@ the end of their 
Creation, and inſtead ot living to God, 
do live to the. WVorid as the laſt end of 
Life ; they are no better than the Beaſts in 
the Comforts of their Lives: They arc of 
the ſame kind, on both ſides carthly and 
ſenſual : Aad ſuch Men in thts reſpec are 
bara more Ingenuous and Intelligent ſorc 
of Beaſts: And is it. not. great piry that 
Rational Creatures, made for Spiritual 
Happin-(s in-a Spirirual World,fhould thus 
ſhamefully degrade themſe]ves ; bur fo it 
is, and the words of the Plalmilt are moſt 
facly yerifi-d, Pſal. 49. 20. Man that is in 
Honour , and  underſtenueth not that , under- 
\ ftandeth nat tolize;, as a Man ſhould live in 
living to the God that made him, bur 
lives only to ſenſual and brytiſh Enjoy- 
ments, is like the Beaſts that periſh. 


4. They char live ouly to the Fleſh and 
the World, are many ways worlie than 
Beaſts; and in-the end may:-wiſk that they 
had been Beaſts rather than Men ; time ' 
will-cell chem, that 'tis a. poor priviledge 
tobe, a Man, and yct live ani die worſe 
than a Beaſt ; And is not this the Caſe of 
theſe People ? You may. ſay ithatmany of 
them are Civilized, and in. ſore reſpects 
200d Common wealths Men ; and why 
may not Iſay, that all of ther, CRE 
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they be, ſome way or other live -wicked 
'Lives? How many of theſe deſiroy their 
Name, Health and Lives, by their .Un- 
cleanneſs, Intemperance, ,and 'Riotous 
Living * And how many oihers are picr- 
ced quite through, and even filled -with 
the Cares and Sorrows of the World, ſo 
that they can find no timeto mind God 
and their Soul > Beſides, how often arc 
theſe Men generally .cnſlaved. ro thofe fao- 
lib and hurtful Lults, and raging Paſhons, 
which drown them in DeſtruQion and 
Perdition ? Furthermore, all of them live 
in a direct Contradicion to the end. of 
their Crea:ion, by living to themſelves 
and the Creatures as the laſt end of. Liſe; 
they are Carnal in the Principles and Ends 
of the good Works and Duties which they 
do; and the beſt of chem are bur Worksof 
the Fleſh. By open or ſecret wickedneſs 
they live in g'cat Rebe}lion againſt.their 
Maker, in great Contempt ot his Graces 
and under great guilr of Conſcicnce, and 
without Repentanceare in danger of Eter- 
nal 'Wrath and Vengeance in the other 
VVorld, Conſider now, are -pot- theſe 
Men worſe than the poor Beafts?. for tho 
the Pains and Hardfhips ot thele are many 
and great, yct they, Jive according 10 the 
L aws of thcir Creation...thev don't abutec 
cheir Creator, nor.their Fellow-Creatures, 
nor themſelves, as theſe Men do, neither 

are 


92 A Pruractical Diſcourſe 

are they in danger of Hell-Torments in 
the VVorld tocome, To live wick:dly 
here, and b: for ever moſt miſerable here- 
after , 1s certainly a condition infinitely 
worſe than the Beaſts, VVhen Men cor- 
rupt themſelves in thoſe things which they 
know naturally as brure Beaſts, by going 
againſt rhe Laws of their Maker, ' which 
the Beaſtsdon't do, and bring that wo up- 
on themſelves which the Beaſts are not 
ſubje& ro, they make themſelves worſe 
than Beaſts, Jude 10, I1, 


. 5. *Tis great Folly and Madneſs, that 
theſe Men will not ſee the Vanity of the 
world in time before *tis roo Jate. Solomon 
ſpeaking to meer worldlings, 1:fotms Po- 
ſtericy, that Yanity of Yanities, all is Vanity, 
Eccleſ. 12.8. This our Fathers have ex- 
perimented in their ſeyeral Generations, 
and of thisthe living are many ways warn- 
ed over and over; bur generally People 
eſpecially che younger ſort, will nor take 
warning, but make light of what is ſaid as 
2 meer fabulous Tale ot Dream, till. their 
own dear-bought Experience doth con- 
vince them to their Sorrow when tis too 
late. And is not this wonderful Folly and 
Madneſs, that they will not be 'admoniſh - 
ed by the Experience of all Ages and Gene- 
rations, till at laſt whether they will or no, 
they ſee the Errour of their worldlineſs to 
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' their Confuſion, which before they would 

not ſce to their Converlion. - VVho: can 
cell what Pangs and Horrors poſſeſs theſe 
Mens Souls, when they ſhall ſee how they 
have rcfiſted warnings, and loſt God and 
rheir Souls for a vain helpleſs V Vorld, that 
can do nothing to ſave them from Death 
and the VVrath to come, and 'muſt be. 
Tormented for ever ; for that which' is 
not without eaſe, and without end, with- 
out the leaſt Grain of Comfort in their 
greateſt Extremities? How wHI it con- 
tound their Minds, and break their Hearts, 
when in the place of Torment they ſhall 
lift up their Eyes, as the Rich Man did, 
Luke 15. 23. and ſee what they have done. 
Oh Sinners, Sinners! take warnings by o- 
ther Mens miſerable Ends whilſt you have 
time and hope, before it be coo late: Don'c 
be ſo-fortiſh as.to content your (elf with a 
meer worldly and ſenſual Life, as it you 
were only ſo many Brutes z but remember 
that You are Men /honour'd with. Immor- 
tal Souls, made for God to Converſe with 
him, and be Happy in him. Davn't give 
way to inordinate” AﬀeQians, to worldly 
Enjoyments, but ſirive mightily co mort- 
. fie them, and beatthem down as much As 
_ pofbble; live by Faith, and Jabour ro' ſet 
your Hearts and Hopes oh God for Eter-; 
nal Life and Blefſedneſs, and the Ways of. 
Holiveſs that lead co him; this do, ag 
SM . ; It 
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ro ve pay” to all reg for all the 


VVorld was in God both Matter and Form 
before it "had 'a vitible Being ; and there 
tis, and will be ſtill, and infinicely more : 
And what cn 'be wanting . '0 make thoſe 
Happy, - who have a whole VVorld to live 
upon ? And not only fo, bur all in God ; 
for wichour bim i ls nothing ac all. 


They that live to the. Fleſh and the 
Voda nd make this their only or main 


BufineG, 27" in effe& deny God ; little. do. 


they conſider what they: do, who are all 
far the world, but nothing. at all in good 
catneft for God ; who take the World 
into their” Hearts, at ſhur God out: What 
do theſe Men make of; God 2 Don't they. 
Un-Sod him > 'Tis not to: be mention'd 
without Horror, they do really ſayin. 
their Hearts, Nepart from as, for we defir re not. 
the Knowledge of thy Ways, \. What 1s the Al= 
mighty that we ſhould fern: bim> And what: 
profit ſhoul: 4 we have if we pray unto him.2 'Jab. 
21..14, 15: ; Oh what an intaruared Mpn-. 
[ter Rag worldly he _Worldliog, who 
thus (aff Fo s the Wor'd'ro «urn, out, £5. Doors: 
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well 2 My Soul trembles ar the” Thovghtrs 
of it, No wonder that the Covetous cr. 
Wortdlir S is called” 'an Idolater in Scrip- 
ture,” and <  ovetcufneſs Idolatry, for they 
that have their Hearts upon. the” World as 
the higheſt Felicity which they aitn) at.:do 
, and worſhip, the Crea- 
tire Bore than, the Creator. oth this 
ſeem, a hard Charge? MI make it 'good 
preſently , thetefore* worldlings look to 
yout felyes; they deny God as their Teach- 
er, and will nat live as his Word' doth 
reach them to live, bit as the Priticiples of 
worldly W.ifdom and Policy doteach them: 
t6 live .in a' ſinful ſeeking and uling the 
World ; they deyy God as BE Ruler, 
by a groſs breakin, i174 Laws of It; Ju- 
{kice',;Equisy , Charky ; Peace, Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety, 10 Adnan? their Wick- 
ed. ctids of world ty Ga Gain and carnal Plea- 
ſute:, They denhim ascheir BenefaRor,. 
by afcribing all the good and bad Events of 
his Providerice mA-oph chem, to good or 
bad Lutk, 'or blind Fottintc," ard by rely- 
ing #lane.o opon” 2 vyn . wortdly Poli- 
cies and Powers for Peoviſion;? Preleryati.. 
onfare Succels? *They deny him'as Omni: 
{cient, and as their Judge, by _—_ Wick- 
x LS Ia k ſecretly ar;open- 
They dchy © "4s the __ of ble 
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candeny the Truth of theſe things ? Ar® 
noc all worldlings great Atheiſts in Heart ? 
And was there not great reaſon far 7eb's 
words, when he ſays, Chap. 31: 24, 25- 
If I have made Gold my. Hops, or have ſaid to 
the fins Gold, thou art my Confidence ; if 1 re- 
joiced Deane my wealth was great, and becauſe 
' wine Hand had gotten much, this alſo, ſays he, 
Ver. 28. were an Iniquity to. be puniſbed by the 
Judge; for T ſhould have denied the God that 3s 
ebove 2 They that arc all or moſtly for the 
world, "make the world their God, and in 
ſo doing, renounce or deny him who 1s 
rhe God of this world. And will not che 

Judge of all be aveng'd on cheſe Men for 
this wickedneſs 2 Don'tweſce how carthly 
Princes arc earaged againſt thoſe who would 
rake away their Crowns and Kinggoms? 
VVUull they not, it pollible, be the Death of 
them > But who can imagine how fiercely 
the wrath of the Sypream Lord, the King 
ofKings, will burn agaiaſt choſe who rake 
away his Deity from him? This isa. thing. 
to be thought an ;, and 1 with all chat make. 
_ ſeriquſly ro conſider it before it be to9. 
aſc. es, $-Y Sp dy Bag FE 


7+ They. that make the. Fleſh. and che 
World their cnd, . drawn themſclyes in, 
Defiriition, and Perditions their Gain will: 
be cheir Loſs, cheir Pleaſure their Pain, 
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their Confidence their Confuſion. Would 
it raiſe a Paſſion in your Hearts, to hear 
of a dear Friend drown'd in a Well or Ri- 
ver, how mtich more ſhouJd ir put your 
Souts into a fright, to think how they who 
make the: Fleſh and the World their end, 
drown themſelves in Deftri&ion and Per- 
dition, both of Body and Soul'co Eterniry? 
There's the doleiul End of filthy Lucre; 
deceitful Riches, unrighteous Mammon ot 
Covetoufneſs, and Treaſures of W icked- 
neſs: And oh! how bitter will the Werld 
be, when this is the end of it! When. on 
the one hand, a Man' ſhall ſce *cis the loſs 
of all Joys and Bleffings in heavenly Pla- 
ces; and. on rhe other, the drowning of 
Sinners fot ever in DeſtruQion and Perdi- 
tion, amongſt Devils in the place of Tor- 
ment; who can reli, how theſe Men will 
curſe the World, when'tMey find this to 
be the birrer and. dreadfui'end of it? No 
doubr, but chey will wifh that they had 
dizgd or begp'd for their Livings, or lived 
uporr the Alms of the Pariſh, rather rhen 
do wickedly, as they have done, in feck- 
ing. and abuſing. a deceirful! World ;- ſee 
what the Apoſtle ſays, Tt Tim, 6. g.. For 
they that mill be rich ;, that is, are refolved 
for the gerring of Riches righror wtong'; 
fall iato' Temptation and a ſrare, that is; 4 
they do often fall 0 OI ſorhey 
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 &o calily fall aader it; and are taken. in 
the ſnare of Sin, and into many : faoliſh and 
hurtful Luſis; that is, their Minds being 
blinded by the World are carried away 
wi:h ſuch Lufts as are not only fooliſh and 
unreaſonable.. but alſo many, ways hurtful, 
which drown Men in Defirudion and Perdition. 
W batever. fair Promiles thele fooliſh Luſts 
may make, they are in the end very hurt- 
ful; they don't. only now and then make 
them to dive, but. quite drown them in De- 
ſira ffion and Perdition. " 


Thus much of theſe Uſes. Now that no 
miſtakes may ariſe by any thing ſaid in 
them, 1 ſhall ſubjoyn a few Cautions for 
their Prevention, and tben conclude. 


1, Worldly Employment is a Duty, and 
Diligence in it well-pleaſing untoGod ; this 
always was, ſtill 4s, and always will be a 
Duty, and without it the World cannor 
ſublſt ; they are. the labouring People, 
which keep all alive, the Idle and Lazy 
arc beholding to. them for their Lives and 
Livelihoods ; are any _buſje' about their 
worldly Afﬀairs, and is this all, or mainly 
their buſineſs ? ſuch as theſe;,muſt paſs for 
worldlings, but. you - may not. ſay, there 
gocsa Covetous Man or Worldling, meer- 
1y becauſe he is yery laborious and diligent 
na a, | . in 
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in his worldly Employment, for this is his 
Duty; every Man has a Buſineſs to do and 
muſt do it, 1 Theſ. 4.11. Titus 3. 14, and 
not only ſo, but do it diligently too, Rom. 
I2. II. and if a Man walk with God in his 
worldly Employment, and ſo manage it, 
as that *tis a ſerving of God, a living to 
him, to the Honour, Pleaſing and Enjoy-- 
ment of him, as the laſtgEnd of Life, in 
whom he hopes for Eternal Life and Bleſ 
ſedneſs; he is not a Covetous Man, bur a 
Lover of God; nota Woridling, but a C1- 
tizen of Heaven ; not a Man whoſe Porti- 
on is only in this Life, but an heir of God : 
Pelides, this is the Man that's moſtly well 
provided for, and hath ſomething to give, 
whilſt ochers are in want, -and is'many 0: 
ther ways a Bleſſing to his Countrey , Prov. 
I 1.11. and hath the Proraiſe of the Life, 
that now is, and that which is to: come; 
and fuch-a one ſhould not be condemn'd, 
but commended by us: 


| 2. They that have bur Hittle of the 
World, may not think that Coverouſneſs 
is the;Sin of thoſe only who have much of 
15: Theſe ate apctorry out of the Rich, 
and upbraid them with their Covetouſneſs; 
not conſidering how covetous they may be 
in their-Jittle, as weil as others in their 
much. How many. of theſe do cnyy and 
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grieve at the good of others, and it may 
be curſe then tuo, becauſe they fare better 
then themſelves; and: how many of them 
do pick their Neighbours Purſes, by bor- 


. rowing without paying again; or uſe frau- 


dulent dealings to Couzen others, and wi:l 
not.ſtick. to diflemble, lye -and ſteal, ra- 
ther then want.what they would have ? ge- 
ncrally they: cazg! for nothing but a little 
Food and Raiment, Houſing and Lodging 
they live without God in the World, they 


mind only Earthly Things, and: live only +, 


that they may live : And are not theſe Co- 
veteus, who Love that yery little which 
they have of the World more then God ; 
2ndi ſo wickedly: covert that which is not 
cteir own? Again, are there not ſome a- 
monegſt theſe: not altogether ſo-bad as the 
reſt; but making ſome Profeſſion. of Reli- 
gion , who: yet arc idle Loiterers , wan- 
derers vp and down from Houle to Houſe, 
prying after 2 Prey, like a Kite in the Air ? 
they would Reap, but neither Plow nor 
Sow ; they 'would ear, and not'VVork; 
they would live like Birds irs a Neſt, look- 
ing that other -Labourers ſhould pur into 
their Mouths, as the vid - Birds-'do imo 
their Young.ones;;; and are-noti- theſe alfo 
ouilcy of great'V-Vorldlineſs and-Covetouf- 
neſs, whoithusſhamefully. looſe theiy time, 
negle@ their Duty, "cat the''Bread of E 
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dleneſs, and Jivc upon othcr Mens I:bours, 
ſeeking the V Vorld ir ſnch irregular ways, 
as theſe? *tis true, Gur Saviour. ſays, The 
Poor hav? the Geſte! preached to them; Mar. 
II. 5. that is, they hear and receive the 
Goſpe!, but then theſe Words muſt be un- 
derſtood Compararively, and do only 
note unto us, that they are generally of 
the lower and poorer fort in Compariſon 
of the high and great ones of rhe World. 
that do ſincerely embrace the Goſpel ; and 
thus this Scripture is daily verified by Ex- 
perience every where, and 'tis not ſafe to 
rake it in a Jarger {cnſe: For *tis certain, 
that all the poot do nor receive the Goſpel, 
and 'tis alſo certain, that ciie pooreſt fort 
are generally as great Contemners of the 
Goſpel as any others; and they are very 
much to be pitied -in their great Penury, 
their Heatts are deſperately hardned a- 
oainſt their Everlaſting Blefledneſs: T hey 
are very ſenicleis of Religion, they ſavour 
| of nothing but Earth and Fleſh; they live 
2s if they had no God to ſerve, nor Souls 
to ſave; they ſeem to be the worſt of 
Worldlings, tor that little which they .do 
enjoy 1s alf that they Mind, Delight in, 
and Care for; and ſhould not ſuch as theſe - 
be humbled for their Covetouſneſs, who 
value fo lictle of the World more then the 
Infinire God ? Oh thar thcfe might ſee 


Sin 
G 3 


102 © A Paactical Diſcourſe 
Sin and unfeignedly Repent, and by real 
Converſion, ſeek after the Enjoyment of 
God, that they may live upon him for 
Comfort under the Miſcries of this Life, 
and againſt che Miſerics of that which is 
to come ! | 


3. 'Tis a hard matter to ſeek, enjoy, 
and uſe the World after a right manner; 
who can queſtion this, that has any regard 
to Experience, or that conſidess how our 
Souls are govern'd by our Bodies Inclinati- 
ons! and how much we live by Senſe, and 
what an Impediment this Life is toa hea-' 
venly Mind and Communion with God ! 
To live to the World is very cafie to our 
carnal Natures, but to get above the 
World and go contrary to our carnal Na- 
tures, and live to God is not fo caſte. Oh 
how humble ſhould the moſt mortified 
Chriſtians be! How far from boaſting of 
their Vitory over the World, and from 
a raſh cenſuring of others! Who are ſoapt 
themſelves to cfiend God by their World- 
linets to ſeek the World, and not ſeek it 
roo cagerly, nor by unlawful means to en- 
joy the World ; and not over love it and 
idolize it, nor be proud of it, nor truſt in 
it ; nor beover careful for ir, to. live. in 
the World, and not live unto it, and up- 
on. & ; to partake of the Creatures, and 
EE Fo not 
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not_ take too much of them; to uſe the 
World, and not abuſe it, to uſe it as a Ser- 
vant, and not make ir a God; theſe are 
things certainly very hard to all ſorts of 
People: And ſhould we not in an humble 
Senſe of our own V Veakneſs, V Vatch and 
* Pray, and (trive againſt the Predominancy 
of a worldly Spirit; that this after all that's 
done in Religion, may nor be the ruine 
of that, and our Souls rogerher. 

If what hath been already ſaid, be not 
cffetual for the breaking of this Spirit; 
conſider yer farther, thou art but a Steyy- 
ard of this VVorld's Goods, not an owner 
or proprictor of them in reſpe& of God; 
but only a Steward entruſted with them 
by thy Maſter for his Service, and thou 
muſt giveaccount to him 3 how thou haſt 
got them, uſed them, and diſpoſed of 
chem ; and ſhouldſt thou nor look well to 
thy ſelf, that thou be faithful in chy Stew- 
ardſhip, and not be condemned. at laſt for 
thy Coverouſneſs, V Vaſtefulneſs, Fal'e- 
neſs and Injuftice ? 

Beſides, will nothing pleaſe thee but a- 
bundance, nor that neither , bur ſtil] chow 
doſt reſtlefsly hunger after more ? Conſider 
again, That the Life of Man doth not conſiſt in 
the abundance of the things which he poſſeſſ-tb, 
Luks 12. 15. Bur in a ſufficiency of theſe 


things, for the neceſſary uſes of Mans Li'e, 
| | G 4 VVhy 
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VVhy then art thou ſo eager for, abun- 
dance of this VVorli's Goods? VVhat 
wilt thou do with ir? Thov mayſt not 
ſpead t'in Superfluities, vain Curtoſfittes, 
wanton Delicacies, or any riotous Living ; 
there's no need. of it, nor warrant for it: 
And if thou mayſt nor fpend it thy ſelf, 
thou mult leave it to be ſpent by others; 
but what theſe may be, or how they will 
ſpend it, who can tell » If chis be nor e- 
nough, conſider yet farther, whether ic be 
not Madneſs for a Mans to forger God, and 
live a Slave to the VVorld all his Days, 
and at laſt damn his Soul for ſuch abun- 
dance as this, which muſt be left to others 
with ſuch uncertainty. Oh how great is 
_ the folly of reſtjels Covetouſneſs; which is 
{till gaping after abundance! We are apt 
ro over-do our V Vork for this V Vorld, 
which is the undoing of our VVork for 
tne other VVorld; and when that's un- 
done, the Souls oft Men are undore ; how 
car: fully then ſhould We uſe this World as 
not abuſing it for the faſhion of it paſſeth away, 
L Cor. 7. 31, Why ſhould we be lifted up 
with any preſent worldly Eſtate? W hbat-: 
EVeET 1t be, *cis not durable, but yaniſhing ; 
us not long. in, one Faſhion, that which 
looks. well: co Day, may have another 
Face. to morrow, and ſhould not this keep: 
us humble z 
rags | 4. Our 
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4 Our Souls great Danger is frem che 
World, they were made for God; but are 
in darger, by Reaſon of their near Union 
with the Fleth, and thcir preſent incarnate 
Eſtate to miſtake the World for their God, 
and in ſo doing they are undone; by. this 
we fell at firſt, and 'tis by this that Sinners 
are kep: in their fallen Eſtate; and where 
any do ariſe from it, and joyn themſelves 
again to the Lord, this is always pullin 
them down to their old carnal State : An 
oh how hard is it for the beſt ro withſtand 
the Powers of it! the World has got the 
firſt Poſſeſfiop of our Hearts, and to eje& 
this, and give Gd the P: fleflion of them is 
no eaſte Work: And if we don't look to 
it, when we are turning to God, the 
World will carry away our Hearts from 
him, and kere lizs our Souls great danger, 
for when Cod is loſt, our Felicity is loſt, 
and qar beſt Friend is made our worſt Ene-. 
my, and then where are we ? Is it nota 
wender, that this is. no more conlider'd, 
that Men who have che uſe of their Rea- 
ſon, are ſo ſecure'in the midſt of a dange- 
rous World, are no. more Jealous. of it, 
nor watchful over it. I ſhall therefore ask 
chem a few Queſtions, to awaken their 
Conſideration, and, make them ſenſible of 
this their Danger, - . Foto 
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1. Whar is it, that blinds the Eyes of 
Men, and deadens theic Hearts, that they 
cannot ſee, nor ſeek their true Happineſs 
in the Enjoyment of God ? 2. What is ir, 
_thar hinders Conſideration, anda heaven» 
Iy Mind, ſo that the Sced of the Word is 
choaked, affoon as *ris ſown, and good 
Thoughts are not ſuffered to come into the 
Mind or ſtay there? 3. Whar is it, thac 
makes Meg refuſe to do Duties of Juſtice, 
Charity and Mercy, when th:ir own Con- 
ſciences tell them, they ſhould be done ? 
4. What is ir, that makes Men go againſt 
the Word of God, and their own Conſci- 
ences, to do wicked | Aftions which they 
ſhould not do? 5. What is it, chat makes 
Temptations to negleAs of Duty and un- 
godly AQions, ſo powerful and eficQual as 
they are? 6, Whar is it, that makes Men 
ſuch Sabbath-breakers and Deſpiſers. of 
Gods Word and Worſhip, and all means 
of Grace tending to their Edification as the 
moſt are? 57. What's the grear cauſe of 
Wars, Murders, Fightings, T heirs,” Law- 
ſuits, Diviſions, Brawis and Contentions, 
and the Apoſtaſtes, Backſlidings, Envy- 
ings, Strifes and Backbitings of roo many 
Profeflors of Religion ? _ I ſay, whar's. rhe 
grear Cauſe ofall theſe doleful Evils, which 
do ſo commonly abound every where; 1s 
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it not moſt certainly the World ? and 'is ir 
not a wonder, that Peopleaic no more ſen 
{ible of their Danger from it,no more fear- 
ful of ic, leſt ir cheat them of their Souls 
Happineſs in the Enjoyment of God? And 
by its vain Shews and deluding Flatteries 
at laſt T repan them into eaſeleis and end- 
les Miſeries ; for he that ſets bis Soul to ſale 
for the World, though ir be a Crown or 
Kingdom, will in the end bring it toa ve- 
ry bad Market: Wouldſt thou keep thy 
Heart for God, and keep in the way of thy 
Duty, and mortine thine inordinate Love 
of the World ; thou ſhouldfſt remember 
ſtill, how much thy Soul is endangered by 

it. | 


5- Their Souls are moſt endangered by 
the World, who live in Plcalure, or are 
overcharged with the Cates of the World. 


1. Who live in Pleaſare, they that are 
for a Fleſh pleaſing Lite, can never wa 
God, Rom. 8.8. The Luſts of the Fle 
are contrary to the Holy Nature and Will 
of God, and they thar are (wayed by rhe 
allurements of carnal Pleaſures to pleaſe 
them, can never pleaſe him; the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of ſome in his Days, who were 
tar from living the Lives of juſt 'Men, as 
that they did condemn and kill chem, _ 
what 
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what Kind of Men were thele, they wete 
Senſualiſts, living in carnal Pleaſures, Jam. 
5- 5- Ye have lived in Pleaſure on the Earth, 
and been wanton ; ye bave nouriſhed your Hearts, 
as in a-Day of ſlau;hier : T hat is, where they 
ſlew rheir Sacrifices, - they feaited and pam- 
per'd their Bodies, by an exceſſive teeding 
upon them ; and as theſe were yv-ty. bad, 
ſo they hated thoſe who were much better 
then theraſclves; as wer. G6. Ye bave condem- 
ned and killed the uſt, and he doth not reſif 
you- A ſmiling VVorld is more dange- 
Tous then a frowning V Vorld, that lays 
many Baits of carna} Picaſure before us, 
which are very taking with us; and they 
that are drawn away and enticed by them, 
are undone : But this preſents us with va- 
rious croiles, which teach us Mortification , 
and the .placing of our AfﬀeQtion on the 
things above, and happy are they who 
learn rheſe Leflons from them, 


2. VVho ar* over-charged wich the 
Carcs of the V Vorld, theſe may be called 
Chriſtians; but they are Heathens rather 
chen Chriſtians, Mat. 6. 32. they can never 
live the Lives of Chriſtians, whilſt they 
think-chey can never have worldly bultneſs 
enough upon their Hands. Oh how tull 
are their Heads and: Hearts/of ity ſo that 
chey have no Time, nor-\-Dhoughts we 
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' thoſe religions Cares and AQtons, which 
are abſolutely neceffary to real Godlineſs ! 
and are not theſe Mens Souls in a dange- 
rous Condirion ? thoſe Bodies which will 
take no Food muſt certainly' die: And 
thoſe Souls which find no Time, nor 
Thongtis, nor Cares to uſe the means of 
Grace which are their ſpiritual Food, 
muft certainly periſh, and ſo nuich ts fig- 
nified by. our Saviour, Luke 21.34, And 
take heed unto your ſelves, leſt at any Time your 
Hearts be overcharged with ſurſeiting' and 
drunkenneſs, and cares of this Life 3 and fo 
that day comes upon you unawares. There's 
an abſokne neceflity of great Care for cur 
Souls welfare, but no neceffity of: being 
overcharged with worldly Cares 3*no, *ris 
neceſſary that we avoid it, as uttetfy in- 
conſiſtent with che Souls ſafery ; thouſands 
and ' millions have been nndone by the 
exceſſive Cares 'of the V Vorld; as others 
have been ruin'd by Sarfeiting and Drunk- 
enneſs by rhe bewirching and blinding Fla- 
reries of ſenſual Pheaſures. Oh' that all 
worldly minded People would '{eriovſly 
conſider theſe chibgs, and rake warhiog be- 
| fore it be too late/How many,oh how'many 
have heartily wiſffdm the end of their days, 
that” they chad ſought: God more and the 
V Vorld lefs! and mouriied fadly,' becauſe 
they lived in fuch Bondage co che Tyran- 
ws oy 
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ny. of . worldly Cares; as that they hated 
Inſtruction, and their Hearts deſpiſed Re- 
' proof? they obeyed not the Voice of their 
Teachers, nor inclined their Ears to them, 
thac inſtruted them; it pains them ex- 
ceedingly.,; to think how they have finned 
againſt their 'own Souls; and wrong'd theic 
Confciences fer diſhoneſt -and ſinful Gain ; 
they have laſt God for th: VVorld, and 
now they are loſing that too ; and how 
bad that may be which comes next, they 
do not krow;: aud how much the T hought 
of theſe things doth confound them, who 
can imagine? The Lord grant, that we 
may fo uſe. this V Vorld as that ir may nor 
hinder, but help us in ſeeking the Blefſed- 
:te(s of the other V Vorld, that when ever 
we leave this VVorld, we may have a 
better. to.g0 unto; where the Lord will be 
all that a God can be unto us to make us 
happy; Heb. 8. 10. down with an abuſed 
VVorld, - rather then our Souls. go down 
to Hell, for that which is nor. Oh ler it. 
not be faid-of any of us, 'as/twas ſaid of 
another, People, Exek: 33+ 31. 4nd they 
come before thee, as the People cometh, and they 
. bear thy Words, but they will net do them, for- 
with their Aouth they. ſhew.: much Love, - but. 
their © Heart . goeth after: their Covetouſneſs: . 
There's the fatal Peſt, which blaſts the Mi- 
niſtry, of the V Vord.z the Lord keep-all 


Hear- 
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Hearers of it, from this common but moſt 
doleful and dreadful Mifchief : Amen. 


| 3. 1 Should here conclude, but I have a 
few V Verds more. to ſay; what is. here 
wFicten does not pretend, to gratifie the 
Curioſity of wanton Minds, thar affes 
VVords more then Things; wverbum ra. 
rather_then rem verbi, a Diſtemper roo 
common, and very fatal in theſe Days of 
Light ; but the deſign of ir, is tq,_ Edifie 
thoſe who are willing to underſtand the 
right end of Life, and live ro't ;” and fo 
make a good end ar Jaſt, that they may 
not paſs their Days in a Dream and dam- 
nable Deluſion ; as Men bewitch'd with 
worldly, Vanities, and never awake and 
comme to their VVies, ul they arc tum- 
bling dowr into the bottomleſs Pit: And 
for their further Admonition, I leave with 
them theſe few Advertiſements or Memo- 
raridums. _ | 

By | 

I. Coyetouſnefs, or an over-lgving of 
the VVorld is a State of Death ; they thar 
love the V Vorld more then Gcd, though 
otherwiſe Sober and Civil, and ſeeming- 
ly Religious; do many ways live in'wic- 
kedneſs,. they are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins's Take. heed and. beware of .Coye- 


rouſheſs, eyen under great ſhes 'of Tivi: 
Ag Fe 
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liry and Religion ; though a predomi- 
nant "and overgrown worldlineſs may | 
have much. for the Life of the Body, yer | 
for want of Time, Thoughts and Cares, | 
neceſſary to a ſpiritual Lite ; *twill be the | 
Death of the Soul, that muſt dye for itt | 
To be carnally winded zs Death, Rom. 8,6. | 

2. God is. the cternal Life of our Souls 
as enjoyed by us, then our Souls are ſpi- 
ritually alive, when they live in God: 
The true Ged is Eternal Life, 1 John 5. 20. 
that 1s, 'as we live in him, and enjoy 
him ; for another Apoſtle ſays, Our Life 
is bid with Chriſt in God, Co). 3. 3. the (pi- 
ritual Lite of our Souls is a living in-God, 
and this Life is hid from the VVorld, 
as Chriſt-now is. | 


2. God is never cnjoved by us, and E- 
rernal Life co us, cill we love him above 
all; and live to him as onr laſt End and 
Felicity : If So4 be higneſt in our Hearts, 
and the” VVorld only an underling” to 
him; if this. be rhe ultimate Detiiga of 

our Lives, to give up our ſelves, to do 
the VVill of God ;, and live in Confor- 
mity to his Divine Nature, ' that we may 
honour him, and he Happy. ia him, then 
we enjoy. him and” Eternal Life in him, 
BYTES, TO 
4, None 


| great 


- bs % : 
5" 99 uw 


 4-. None are: ſound Chriſtians, truly 
Religious..and ſincere Converts, "till they 
Loye God above all, and live to-him as 
their laſt End. Felicity : Art thou 
pleaſed with this *or that way of VVor- 
ſhipping God; doryr..rcſt here, for this is 
very \davgeron thobgh there the 
ſtrianeſs in 


Form of YVors 
ſhipping God ; yet thou art not a Saint, a 
ſincere Convert, if .thou doſt not Love 
God: above all, and live to him as thy 


laſt End .and. Felicity hen this to be 


coaſiderd, i by ſuch as\Gantent themſelyes 
with their Forms of V Vorſhip, and live 
in Covetouſnels,. Lake 14. 28, 
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Of Froome, i Somerſetſhire. 
T. Y 
Jew the Man! whom Fate _ fo 
a 
Tn the Abodes of old Eternity ; oy 


Careleſs what *tis to Live, and what to Dye, 
Or what's a doing in Mortality ? ? 


Well ſatisfied only to be : 
Tg dwell in an immortal Ray; - 
Hil 


'#-the Light of that long-l tiny wie: 


on Bra; May Hamlcn. 

Fro Nets lar Toon, | oo 

rom YA 4 
Lo 


Fo" enter" on our. buſie-5s 
Who, 10t-y” Fortune pithes 
An Emmpey Place to fl gr 


Or to make-ufy. the yy 
Or ſtand a Matos [> common _ 


[Crmd. 
And do inglorious things and vile, 
And idly laugh, and Pre a while, 
"Till out of breath wrapt in a common ſhrowd 


1s. laid with unkkivn.: —_— and - bats 10 
; [Fame atiow? 2 
But ſhe os br eyuly; leaks, and-brovely does, 


_ And throun the/yarious Seenes, 


Wor ber fel de ; yo Y ene F.. 
Whnhs bo oa or Peaſant ſhany 
{ For GA Derhatith _ uit ſg eboſe.) Y 
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"oe was af, F fe ance, 

So carctefyiaf fortidden Fey : 

Richly ſupply d-with:Natures. —_ recruit ; 
oy rs a her:Souk, :and:: A cwnent, 

Niko bet} -4 gun we oþ x 

might call 

th Adam's Fall. 
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Her © one 7 not brois d 
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Ai Eleſy:-- 

Poe never but with-admiration ſens indir 

Her pleaſant looks, ber þlorious meen z1'* (11 | 

They made me" "think of Heaven, 4 _ the 

C3 IRA 4G [Saints above. 

So Angels live, and: ſmile and love:;. - 
And one might. pheſs as ſoon, that they 

Had ancient Scores to pay,.: 

.- And. melt Our wen mould Clo. 


Jet. 


Fw poor, how bee a thing 5 is alt 
The Time which here we Living call ! 
'- Scarce 5s our Race begun, + _ 
E're half 'our Race-is run; 
The Noble Prize; -bow very fon hawer won 
1th Time's quick Wings to Deathwe th, 
As ſwiftly as the Hours, and __ ond 1s 
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